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Summary Information

Repository: Tennessee Tech University Archives

Title: Burnstand Cemetery records

ID: RG.0005

Date [inclusive]: 1921-10-1969-10

Physical Description: 1.5 Cubic Feet 3 archives boxes 

Language of the
Material:

English

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

The Burnstand Cemetery Collection includes maps, photographs, business correspondence, and legal
correspondence regarding the relocation of Burntstand Cemetery. The photographs illustrate the former
location of Burntstand Cemetery which was behind the east side of the stadium. The maps show the
plots that were on Tennessee Tech property and the intended relocation plots at Shipley Cemetery
where approximately 170 bodies were moved. The business correspondence necessary for relocating the
cemetery is contained in the collection. The papers include correspondence with city, state, and federal
agencies. The legal correspondence consists of part of a deed originally signed by Jere Whitson giving
clear title of the Burntstand Cemetery Land to Tennessee Tech and laws concerning the management and
regulation of cemeteries. Miscellaneous papers from the Percy Priest Reservoir Cemetery Relocation
plan were acquired from the U.S. Army Engineer District and were included in this collection because
Tennessee Tech officials used them as a guide for the Burntstand project.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
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PO Box 5066
Cookeville, Tennessee 38505
matkinson@tntech.edu
URL: https://www.tntech.edu/library/research/archives

Revision Description
This finding aid is being moved from paper to electronic with changes appropriate for current cataloging
rules.  2016-10-06
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Collection Inventory

Planning and Correspondence, 1921-1969 box 1

Title/Description Instances

Certificate of Death for Cora Kelma Bilyeu, 1923 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death of Ruth Elese Bilyeu, 1937 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for John Donalson, 1938 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Jack Hughes, 1937 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for William David Jackson, 1956 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Robert Kirby, 1939 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Francis Kirby, 1943 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Lucy Belle Kirby, 1951 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for James Leslie Kirby, 1927 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Charley Kirby, 1915 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for the infant of Harvey and Ethel Kirby,
1939

box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for James Leslie Kirby, 1938 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Ned Ramsey, 1923 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Sarah Ramsey, 1914 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for T. J. Rittenberry, 1957 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for William Dee Rittenberry, 1961 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Edward Harrison Steward, 1920 box 1 folder 1

Certificate of Death for Sarah Elizabeth Steward, 1937 box 1 folder 1

mailto:matkinson@tntech.edu
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Certificate of Death for Alice Keith Taylor, 1954 box 1 folder 1

Deed concerning Burntstand Cemetery signed by Jere Whitson,
1921-10

box 1 folder 1

Memo of Phone Call Received from Jordan Antle Regarding
Suggestions for Moving Burial Grounds, 1966-02

box 1 folder 1

Memo of Phone Call Received from Jordan Antle Regarding
Suggestions for Moving Burial Grounds, onion skin, 1966-02

box 1 folder 1

Correspondence Between Vice-President of Tech, Leonard
Crawford and Jordan L. Antle, Chief, Real Estate Division, U.S.
Army Engineer District , 1966-03

box 1 folder 1

Identification of Graves in Cemetery on TTU Campus, undated box 1 folder 1

Worksheet Identifying Graves in Cemetery on TTU Campus ,
undated

box 1 folder 1

Worksheet Identifying Graves in Cemetery on TTU Campus -
Detailed, undated

box 1 folder 1

Letter to Leonard Crawford from Gene Rogers, President Crest
Lawn Memorial Cemetery , 1966-12

box 1 folder 1

Letter to Leonard Crawford from Jimmie Scott, Chairman
Cookeville Cemetery Board , 1967-01

box 1 folder 1

Burntstand Cemetery Disinterring and Reinterring Instructions,
undated

box 1 folder 1

Invoice with List of Death Certificates Located for Bodies at
Burntstand Cemetery, 1966-02

box 1 folder 1

Leonard Crawford Memo - Annotated, 1966-06 box 1 folder 2

Leonard Crawford Memo, 1966-06 box 1 folder 2

Letter to Mrs. Mary R. Baird, Director of Vital Statistics,
Department of Public Health from Leonard Crawford , 1966-07

box 1 folder 2

Laws Concerning the Management and Regulation of Cemeteries,
undated

box 1 folder 2

Leonard Crawford Memo, 1966-07 box 1 folder 2

Letter to Leonard Crawford from Jimmie Scott, Chairman
Cookeville Cemetery Board, 1967-01

box 1 folder 2

Correspondence from State Registrar Authorizing Relocation of
Burntstand Cemetery, 1967-08

box 1 folder 2

Copy of Attachment to Letter from Crawford to Derryberry,
Annotated Plot Map, 1969-05

box 1 folder 2

Memo from Leonard Crawford to William Jones, Business
Manager Concerning Bids for Dis-interring and Re-interring (Bids
Included) , 1967-10

box 1 folder 2
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Correspondence from Maddux, Cameron and Jared Law Firm
Concerning Burntstand Cemetery, 1967-04

box 1 folder 2

Final Decree on Burntstand Cemetery Land, 1969-02 box 1 folder 2

Summary of Events Leading to Relocation of the Burntstand
Cemetery Written by Leonard Crawford (Draft Copy), undated

box 1 folder 3

Correspondence from McNeill Grave Marker Company, 1967-09 box 1 folder 3

Copy of Bill from Hooper and Huddleston for Moving Burntstand
Cemetery, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

Worksheet Showing Costs of Spaces in Various Cemeteries,
undated

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Crawford to President Derryberry Tracking Progress
of Grave Relocations with List Where Known Bodies were
Moved, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Crawford to President Derryberry Tracking Progress
of Grave Relocations , 1969-04

box 1 folder 3

Deed concerning Burntstand Cemetery signed by Jere Whitson,
1921-10

box 1 folder 3

Record of Conversation With Attorney General George
McCanless, 1968-11

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Crawford to President Derryberry, 1968-12 box 1 folder 3

Memo from Leonard Crawford to William Jones, Business
Manager Concerning Bids for Dis-interring and Re-interring (Bids
Included), 1967-10

box 1 folder 3

Part II-Technical Provisions Disinterring and Reinterring , undated box 1 folder 3

Record of Conversation With Attorney General George
McCanless , 1968-11

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Leonard Crawford to William Jones regarding Graves
Moved with List, 1968-05

box 1 folder 3

Burntstand Cemetery Relocation List of Graves Relocated by
Grave Number, undated

box 1 folder 3

Record of Conversation With Attorney General George
McCanless, 1968-11

box 1 folder 3

Leonard Crawford Memo, Annotated , 1966-07 box 1 folder 3

Letter to Leonard Crawford from Gene Rogers, President Crest
Lawn Memorial Cemetery, 1966-12

box 1 folder 3

Blank Consent and Authorization Form, undated box 1 folder 3

Copy of Check from Hooper &. Huddleston Funeral Home to
Trustees, Shipley Cemetery and Copy of Receipt at Shipley Bank
to Trust Fund to Shipley Cemetery Trustees, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3
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Grave Data and Relocation Authorization, OVD Form 166 ,
undated

box 1 folder 3

Letter to Crawford from Mary Baird, State Registrar, 1967-08 box 1 folder 3

Letter to Mary Baird, State Registrar from Leonard Crawford,
1967-11

box 1 folder 3

Consent and Authorization for the Bodies of W. D. Rittenberry,
Effie Rittenberry Johnson, Charlotte Chism, Wesley Chism, and
Mary Chism to be Moved to Shipley Cemetery, 1968-09

box 1 folder 3

Copy of Check from Hooper &. Huddleston Funeral Home to
Trustees, Shipley Cemetery and Copy of Receipt at Shipley Bank
to Trust Fund to Shipley Cemetery Trustees, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

Letter from President of Citizens Bank to Trustees of Shipley
Cemetery, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

List of Items Trustees Received from Hooper and Huddleston
Funeral Home, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Leonard Crawford to President Derryberry
Concerning Work Done on Land Adjoining the Shipley Cemetery,
1968-10

box 1 folder 3

Memo from Crawford to President Derryberry Tracking Progress
of Grave Relocations, Some Unknowns Detailed, with Updated
List Where the Bodies were Moved, 1969-05

box 1 folder 3

Correspondence from Maddux, Cameron and Jared Law Firm
Concerning Burntstand Cemetery, 1967-04

box 1 folder 3

Final Decree on Burntstand Cemetery Land, 1969-02 box 1 folder 3

Warranty Deed, 1969-05 box 1 folder 3

Map of the Cemetery, 1967_07 box 1 folder 3

^ Return to Table of Contents

Data Sheets and Grave Plotting Maps box 1

Title/Description Instances

Shipley Cemetery Addition Plotting Map, 1969 box 1 folder 4

General Data Sheet on Disinterrment and Reinterrment of Human
Remains from the Burntstand Cemetery, 1969

box 1 folder 4

Cemetery Relocation General Data Sheet (2 Copies), 1966 box 1 folder 4

Map of Cemetery on TTU Property (2 Copies - 1 Marked),
1967-06

box 1 folder 4

Map of Cemetery on TTU Property (Onion Skin), 1967-06 box 1 folder 4
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Photographs box 1

Title/Description Instances

Burntstand Cemetery Area Behind Stadium, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 1

Burntstand Cemetery Behind Stadium, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 2

Burntstand Cemetery (Headstone Visible), undated box 1 folder 5 folder 3

Burntstand Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 4-12

Contact Photo with 9 shots of Burntstand Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 13

Contact Photo with 4 shots of Burntstand Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 14

Contact Shots (4) of Area Where Remains Were Excavated from
Burntstand Cemetery, undated

box 1 folder 5 folder 15

Contact Shots (2) One of Land at Burntstand Cemetery that had
been Recently Dug up. #2 Shot is of Headstones at Burntstand
Cemetery, undated

box 1 folder 5 folder 16

Graves in Phillips Cemetery, Algood, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 17

Graves and Unknown Man in Phillips Cemetery, Algood, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 18

Relocation of Graves at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 19

Relocation of Graves at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 5 folder 20

Burntstand Cemetery Area and Unknown Man, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 21

Burntstand Cemetery With Headstone, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 22

Burntstand Cemetery with House in Background, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 23

Burnstand Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 24

Burnstand Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 25

Burntstand Cemetery With Pick and Shovel in the Dirt, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 26

Headstones at Shipley Cemetery-Donalsons, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 27

Rittenberry Headstone at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 28

Headstones at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 29

Negative of Gravestones at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 30

Burntstand Cemetery (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 31

Negative of Rittenberry Headstone at Shipley Cemetery, undated box 1 folder 6 folder 32

Burntstand Cemetery (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 33

Shipley Cemetery (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 34



Burnstand Cemetery records

- Page 9-

Burntstand Cemetery With Pick and Ax on the Ground (Negative),
undated

box 1 folder 6 folder 36

Burntstand Cemetery and Headstone (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 37

Burntstand Cemetery (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 38

Rittenberry Headstone at Shipley Cemetery (Negative), undated box 1 folder 6 folder 39

Burntstand Cemetery With House in Background (Negative),
undated

box 1 folder 6 folder 40

^ Return to Table of Contents

Miscellaneous Papers Concerning
Disinterrment from J. Percy Priest and
Cordell Hull Dam Areas

box 1

Title/Description Instances

Letter Explaining Procedures in Acquiring Land for the J. Percy
Priest Project, 1967-09

box 1 folder 7

Civil Suit #4282 Concerning Eminent Domain of LO Acres in
Davidson, Wilson and Rutherford Counties, undated

box 1 folder 7

"Suit Seeks Missing Cemetery"-Newspaper Article, 1969-05 box 1 folder 7

Legal Notice of Suit in Daily News Journal, 1966-06 box 1 folder 7

Percy Priest Reservoir Cemetery Relocation Plan, undated box 1 folder 8-10
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