
 

 

 

ACADEMIC & STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
June 23, 2022 

Roaden University Center, Room 282 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes 

III. Provost’s Report 

IV. Enrollment Update 

V. Academic Program Updates 

VI. New Academic Program Proposal (NAPP) for B.S. in Studio Arts 

VII. TTU Policy 270 (General Graduate Admission Requirements) 

VIII. Athletics Update 

IX. Other Business 

X. Adjournment 
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ACADEMIC & STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

March 10, 2022 

Roaden University Center, Room 282 

MINUTES 

Meeting was streamed live via link found on this web page: 
https://www.tntech.edu/board/board-and-board-committee-meetings.php  

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees Academic & Student Affairs Committee met on March 
10, 2022 in Roaden University Center, Room 282. Chair Rhedona Rose called the meeting to 
order at 8:07 a.m. 
 
Chair Rose asked Mr. Lee Wray, Secretary, to call the roll. The following members were present: 
 

• Rhedona Rose 

• Dan Allcott 

• Hannah Willis 

• Barry Wilmore 
 
Other board members also in attendance were Trudy Harper, Tom Jones, Thomas Lynn, and 
Johnny Stites. Fred Lowery and Teresa Vanhooser attended virtually. A quorum was present. 
Tennessee Tech faculty and staff and members of the public were also in attendance.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 2 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Chair Rose asked for approval of the minutes of the December 2, 2021 Academic & Student 
Affairs Committee meeting. Chair Rose asked if there were questions or comments regarding 
the minutes. There being none, Trustee Wilmore moved to recommend approval of the 
December 2, 2021 Academic & Student Affairs Committee minutes. Trustee Allcott seconded 
the motion. Mr. Wray called a roll call vote. The motion carried unanimously. 
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AGENDA ITEM 3 – Provost’s Report 

 
Provost Bruce provided highlights of scholarly work and externally funded research and service 
projects for a few faculty and staff in Academic Affairs.  
 
Her highlights included Dr. Mike Gotcher, Dr. Sharon Holderman, and Dr. Amy Miller’s 
externally funded grant where faculty and staff are working to reduce the costs to students for 
course materials, including textbooks. This project has already saved students more than 
$150,000 in the first semester. 
 
Provost Bruce also highlighted two faculty members, Dr. Arman Sargolzaei and Dr. DuckBong 
Kim, who recently received the prestigious National Science Foundation (NSF) Career Award.  
These two faculty have been awarded approximately one million dollars for their research and 
educational activities in the fields of advanced manufacturing and autonomous vehicles.  

AGENDA ITEM 4 – SACSCOC Update 

 
Provost Bruce provided an overview of the 10-year accreditation cycle and how the university 
has recently submitted its 5th Year Interim Report.  She also provided a draft copy of the report 
that was recently submitted, which will be reviewed by the SACSCOC in June of this year. 

AGENDA ITEM 5 – New Academic Programs Update 

 
Provost Bruce updated the Board of Trustees on new academic programs. The updates included 
the following items:  THEC approved the new B.S. in Animal Science on January 21, 2022; the 
on-site external review of the new B.S. in Studio Arts occurred on February 16, 2022; the on-site 
external review of the new B.S. in Music occurred on February 17, 2022; and THEC approved 
the Letter of Notification (LON) for the new Ph.D. in Higher Education on January 19, 2022. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6 – Proposal for Academic Program Modification for B.S. in Design Studies 

 
Provost Bruce shared the School of Human Ecology’s proposal to establish a Bachelor of Science 
(B.S.) degree program in Design Studies. This proposal would elevate two existing 
concentrations under the B.S. in Human Ecology to a new stand-alone B.S. degree program. 
This change is expected to improve student recruiting efforts for this field of study, enhance 
career opportunities for graduates, and facilitate the university’s ability to seek accreditation 
through Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA). Trustee Wilmore moved to send the 
Proposal for Academic Program Modification for B.S. in Design Studies to the full Board for 
approval and to place it on the Board’s regular agenda. Trustee Allcott seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously.  
 

2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - Approval of the Minutes

3



 

Page 3 of 3 

AGENDA ITEM 7 – Intercollegiate Athletics Update 

 
President Oldham, with the help of Athletics Director Mark Wilson, reviewed the current status 
of the Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) and recent changes to the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA).  
 

AGENDA ITEM 8 – Overview of Admissions and Marketing Initiatives 

 
Dr. Brandon Johnson and Karen Lykins gave an overview of various admissions and marketing 
initiatives that have been added recently to increase enrollment. They also walked Board 
members through the typical process of recruitment, application, admission, and acceptance 
from the students’ perspective.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 9 – ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the Academic & Student Affairs Committee adjourned at 9:56 
a.m. 
 
 

             Approved,  
 
 

                                                                                                                                    
                      Lee Wray, Secretary 
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Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  Provost’s Report 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Provost Bruce 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  Provost Bruce will give an update on accreditation reviews, highlight 
Outstanding Faculty Award recipients, and recognize faculty retirements. 
 
 
 

☒ 
Review  ☐ 

Action    ☐ 
No action required  
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Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  Enrollment Update 

 
 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Karen Lykins 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  Interim Vice President Karen Lykins will present projections for fall 
2022 enrollment. 
 
 
 
 

☒ Review  ☐ Action    ☐ 
No action required  
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Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  Academic Program Updates 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Provost Bruce 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  Provost Bruce shares the Academic Program Inventory with the 
Board of Trustees on an annual basis. The Academic Program Inventory is a list of all academic 
programs at Tennessee Tech officially recognized by the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission (THEC). 
 
Explanation of Codes in THEC Academic Program Inventory Table 
CIP: The Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) is a taxonomy of academic programs 
developed by the US Department of Education. Colleges and universities across the country 
assign CIP codes to their academic programs. CIP codes are also often assigned to courses, 
certificates, and degrees.  
 

Award: Degree/Certificate Award  
In the column “Award”, 2.x represents undergraduate degree/certificate and 4.x represents 
graduate degree/certificate. More specifically: 

2.1 – Undergraduate Certificate (less than 24 credit hours) 
2.5 – Bachelor’s (BA, BS) 
4.1 – Graduate Certificate (less than 24 credit hours) 
4.2 – Master’s (MA, MS) 
4.3 – Education Specialist (EdS) 
4.4 – Doctoral (PhD, DNP) 

 
Provost Bruce also provides, on an annual basis, a summary of all academic program additions, 
deletions, and major revisions.  

☒ 
Review  ☐ 

Action    ☐ 
No action required  
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Tennessee Technological University
2020 CIP Major Name Award

01.01.0000.00 AGRICULTURE 2.5 BSAG

01.01.0102.11 AGRIBUSINESS 4.1 C4

01.01.0901.00 ANIMAL SCIENCE 2.5 BS

01.03.0103.00 ENVIRONMENTAL & SUSTAINABILITY STUDIES 2.5 BS

01.03.0103.00 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 4.4 PhD

01.03.0104.11 MANAGERIAL ENVIRONMENTAL  INFORMATICS 4.1 C4

01.03.0104.12 TECHNICAL ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATICS 4.1 C4

01.03.0601.00 WILDLIFE & FISHERIES SCIENCE 2.5 BS

05.09.9999.00 COMMUNICATION 2.5 BS

06.11.0701.00 COMPUTER SCIENCE 2.5 BS

06.11.0701.00 COMPUTER SCIENCE 4.2 MS

08.13.0301.00 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 4.2 MA

08.13.0301.00 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 4.3 EDS

08.13.0301.00 EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING 4.4 PhD

08.13.0301.11 ONLINE TEACHING AND DESIGN 4.1 C4

08.13.0301.12 COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION 4.1 C4

08.13.0401.00 INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP 4.2 MA

08.13.0401.00 INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP 4.3 EDS

08.13.1001.00 SPECIAL EDUCATION 2.5 BS

08.13.1101.00 COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGY 4.2 MA

08.13.1101.00 COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGY 4.3 EDS

08.13.1101.00 COUNSELING & SUPERVISION 4.4 PhD

08.13.1202.00 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 2.5 BS

08.13.1203.00 MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 2.5 BS

08.13.1205.00 SECONDARY EDUCATION 2.5 BSED

08.13.1210.00 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 2.5 BS

08.13.1401.11 TEACHING ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (TESOL) 4.1 C4

09.14.0101.00 ENGINEERING (JOINT W/ ETSU) 2.5 BSE

09.14.0101.00 ENGINEERING 4.4 PhD

09.14.0701.00 CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 2.5 BSCHE

09.14.0701.00 CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 4.2 MS

09.14.0801.00 CIVIL ENGINEERING 2.5 BSCE

09.14.0801.00 CIVIL ENGINEERING 4.2 MS

5/12/2022 9:41:37 AM Displaying page 1 of 3

ACADEMIC PROGRAM INVENTORY
Active Programs

5.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - Academic Program Updates

8



Tennessee Technological University
2020 CIP Major Name Award

09.14.0901.00 COMPUTER ENGINEERING 2.5 BSCMPE

09.14.1001.00 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 2.5 BSEE

09.14.1001.00 ELECTRICAL & COMPUTER ENGINEERING 4.2 MS

09.14.1901.00 MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 2.5 BSME

09.14.1901.00 MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 4.2 MS

09.15.0000.00 ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 2.5 BSET

09.15.1501.00 ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT 4.2 MS

10.16.0101.00 FOREIGN LANGUAGES 2.5 BA

12.19.0101.00 HUMAN ECOLOGY 2.5 BSHE

12.19.0707.00 CHILD & FAMILY TRAUMA INFORMED CARE 2.1 C3

15.23.0101.00 ENGLISH 2.5 BA

15.23.0101.00 ENGLISH 4.2 MA

15.23.1303.00 TECHNICAL WRITING & COMMUNICATION 2.1 C3

16.24.0102.01 PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 2.5 BS

16.24.0102.01 PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 4.2 MPS

16.24.0102.11 PROJECT MANAGEMENT FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 4.1 C4

18.26.0101.00 BIOLOGY 2.5 BS

18.26.0101.00 BIOLOGY 4.2 MS

19.27.0101.00 MATHEMATICS 2.5 BS

19.27.0101.00 MATHEMATICS 4.2 MS

21.30.0000.00 INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 2.5 BS

21.30.1501.00 PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE 4.2 PSM

21.30.7101.00 HUMAN BEHAVIOR DATA ANALYTICS 2.1 C3

21.30.9999.02 INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AND CULTURES 2.5 BS

21.30.9999.06 SERVICE 2.1 C3

21.30.9999.12 SERVICE 4.1 C4

22.31.0501.00 EX SCIENCE, PHY EDUC & WELLNESS 2.5 BS

22.31.0501.00 EX SCIENCE, PHY EDUC & WELLNESS 4.2 MA

25.40.0501.00 CHEMISTRY 2.5 BS

25.40.0501.00 CHEMISTRY 4.2 MS

25.40.0601.00 GEOSCIENCES 2.5 BS

25.40.0801.00 PHYSICS 2.5 BS

26.42.0101.00 PSYCHOLOGY 2.5 BS

5/12/2022 9:41:37 AM Displaying page 2 of 3
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Tennessee Technological University
2020 CIP Major Name Award

27.43.0302.11 PUBLIC SAFETY 4.1 C4

28.45.0603.00 ECONOMICS 2.5 BS

28.45.1001.00 POLITICAL SCIENCE 2.5 BS

28.45.1101.00 SOCIOLOGY 2.5 BS

28.54.0101.00 HISTORY 2.5 BA

28.54.0101.00 HISTORY 2.5 BS

30.50.0702.00 FINE ARTS 2.5 BFA

30.50.0901.00 MUSIC 2.5 BM

31.51.2706.11 HEALTHCARE INFORMATICS 4.1 C4

31.51.3101.00 COMMUNITY HEALTH AND NUTRITION 4.2 MS

31.51.3203.12 NURSING EDUCATION 4.1 C4

31.51.3801.00 NURSING 2.5 BSN

31.51.3801.00 NURSING 4.2 MSN

31.51.3802.11 NURSING ADMINISTRATION 4.1 C4

31.51.3805.11 FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 4.1 C4

31.51.3810.11 PSYCHIATRIC MENTAL HEALTH NURSE PRACTITIONER 4.1 C4

31.51.3818.01 TN JOINT DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 4.4 DNP

31.51.3899.12 NURSING INFORMATICS 4.1 C4

32.52.0201.00 BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 4.2 MBA

32.52.0201.01 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 2.5 BSBA

32.52.0213.00 uLEAD CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 2.1 C3

32.52.0213.11 STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP 4.1 C4

32.52.0301.00 ACCOUNTING 2.5 BSBA

32.52.0301.00 ACCOUNTANCY 4.2 MACC

32.52.0701.00 INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 2.1 C3

32.52.0801.00 FINANCE 2.5 BSBA

32.52.0803.00 BANKING 2.1 C3

32.52.0803.11 BANKING AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 4.1 C4

32.52.1001.11 HUMAN RESOURCES LEADERSHIP 4.1 C4

32.52.1005.11 TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 4.1 C4

32.52.1201.00 BUSINESS INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY 2.5 BSBA

32.52.1401.00 MARKETING 2.5 BSBA

35.52.1299.11 CYBER MANAGEMENT & ANALYTICS 4.1 C4
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New Academic Programs Developed/Approved in 2021-22 Academic Year 
 

College Department Title Category Action Graduate or 
Undergraduate 

College of Agriculture & 
Human Ecology 

Agriculture Agribusiness Certificate New Graduate 

College of Agriculture & 
Human Ecology 

Agriculture Bachelor of Science in Animal 
Science with concentrations in 
Animal Science Industries and 
Pre-Veterinary Science  

Degree Program New Undergraduate 

College of Agriculture & 
Human Ecology 

Human Ecology Bachelor of Science in Design 
Studies with concentrations in 
Architecture and Interior Design 
and Fashion Merchandising and 
Design 

Degree Program New Undergraduate 

College of Agriculture & 
Human Ecology 

Human Ecology Human Development and Family 
Science (HDFS) 

Concentration Revision Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Business Chemistry Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Chemistry Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Environmental Chemistry Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Forensic Chemistry Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Health Sciences Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Chemistry Industrial Chemistry Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

English Digital Humanities Minor New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

English Technical Writing and 
Communication 

Certificate New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Mathematics Actuarial Science Concentration New Undergraduate 
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New Academic Programs Developed/Approved in 2021-22 Academic Year 
 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Mathematics Applied Mathematics Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Mathematics Pure Mathematics Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Mathematics Statistics and Data Science Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Arts & 
Sciences 

Sociology & Political 
Science 

Cyber Crime, Law and Society Minor New Undergraduate 

College of Education Curriculum & Instruction Multidisciplinary Studies, 
Generalist 

Concentration Revision Undergraduate 

College of Education Curriculum & Instruction Special Education, 
Interventionist for Secondary 
Education Concentration, B.S. 

Concentration Revision Undergraduate 

College of Engineering Chemical Engineering Energy and the Environment Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Engineering Civil & Environmental 
Engineering 

Construction Engineering and 
Management (CEM) 

Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Engineering General & Basic 
Engineering 

Industrial and Systems 
Engineering 

Minor New Undergraduate 

College of Engineering Mechanical Engineering Aerospace Engineering Concentration New Undergraduate 

College of Fine Arts Art, Craft & Design General Fine Arts: Dual-Focus Concentration Revision Undergraduate 

College of Fine Arts Music Multiple Woodwinds 
Concentration Option 

Option New Undergraduate 

College of Fine Arts Music Musical Theatre Concentration 
Option 

Option New Undergraduate 

College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Communication Communication Studies Minor Revision Undergraduate 

College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Communication Journalism Minor New Undergraduate 

College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Interdisciplinary Studies Project Management for the 
Professional 

Minor New Undergraduate 
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New Academic Programs Developed/Approved in 2021-22 Academic Year 
 

Whitson-Hester School 
of Nursing 

Nursing 2nd Degree Accelerated Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing  

Concentration New Undergraduate 

Whitson-Hester School 
of Nursing 

Nursing Nursing Healthcare Leadership Concentration Revision Graduate 

Whitson-Hester School 
of Nursing 

Nursing Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner 

Certificate New Graduate 
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Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  New Academic Program Proposal (NAPP) for B.S. in Studio Arts 

 
 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Provost Bruce 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  The new degree program for which approval is sought is a Bachelor 
of Science (BS) degree in Studio Arts led by faculty in the School of Art, Craft, and Design in the 
College of Fine Arts.  
 
We seek to add the BS degree to expand degree offerings that capitalize on the strong STEM 
programming already in place at Tennessee Tech University. The new degree program is 
designed to serve our student population as we experience an increase of transfer students, 
students entering with significant dual-enrollment credits, and/or students not wishing or 
unable to complete the requirements of the current professional Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) 
degree.  
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design is a NASAD (National Association of Schools of Art and Design) 
department; the proposed Bachelor of Science degree will meet both University and NASAD 
standards to ensure our continued accreditation. 
 
Anticipated Enrollments:   
Very conservative projections of 7 in year 1 and growing to approximately 20 by year 5. 
 
Enrollment and Financial Projections: 
The School of Art, Craft & Design will utilize resources presently available to develop, launch 
and support the new proposed program; no additional faculty, space, or significant equipment 
will be needed initially to successfully implement the curriculum. Thus, the additional academic 

☐ Review  ☒ Action    ☐ 
No action required  
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costs to the School of Art, Craft & Design for launching the new program are minimal 
(approximately $5550 per year) while the full tuition/fee revenue for the University is projected 
to be approximately $200,000 per year (with a steady state enrollment of 20 students). 
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 1 

 
 

 
New Academic Program Proposal (NAPP) 

 
Date of Submission:   November 18, 2021 
      Revised: May 13, 2022 
 
Institution:     Tennessee Technological University  
 
Title of Program:    Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
 
CIP Code:     50.0702 
 
Academic Liaison:    Kimberly Winkle 
      Director 
      School of Art, Craft & Design 
      Tennessee Tech University 
      Campus box 5085 
      242 E. 10th street, room 112 
      Cookeville, TN. 38505 
      931.372.3738 
      kwinkle@tntech.edu 
 
Proposed implementation date: Fall 2022 
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Letter of Notification 
 

Date of Submission:   January 14, 2021 
      Revised: March 2021 

Revised: September 2, 2021 
 
Institution:     Tennessee Technological University  
 
Title of Program:    Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
 
CIP Code:     50.0702 
 
Academic Liaison:    Kimberly Winkle 
      Director 
      School of Art, Craft & Design 
      Tennessee Tech University 
      Campus box 5085 
      242 E. 10th street, room 112 
      Cookeville, TN. 38505 
      931.372.3738 
      kwinkle@tntech.edu 
 
Proposed implementation date: Fall 2022 
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 5 

 
Name of Proposed Program:   
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts (B.S. Studio Arts) 
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design in the College of Fine Arts proposes a new bachelor 
degree program as an addition to our current bachelor degree program. 
 
CIP Code:   
50.0702 
 
Proposed Implementation Date:   
Fall 2022 
 
Academic Program Liaison (APL) name and contact information: 
 Prof. Kimberly Winkle, Director 
 School of Art, Craft & Design 
 Tennessee Technological University 
 kwinkle@tntech.edu 
 931.372.6301 
 
Background concerning academic program development 
 
We seek to add the BS degree to expand degree offerings that capitalize on the 
strong STEM programming already in place at TN Tech by providing an avenue for 
and culture that promotes cross-curricular collaboration and to better serve a 
growing portion of our student population as we experience an increase of transfer 
students, students entering with significant dual-enrollment credits, and/or students 
not wishing or unable to complete the requirements of the rigorous professional BFA 
degree which has little curricular flexibility.  We anticipate higher student retention 
and enrollment as a result of the additional degree offering.   The BS degree can 
provide greater options for a wider range of students thus having the potential for a 
positive impact on overall institutional and departmental enrollment.  In these times, 
institutional nimbleness is critical to long term sustainability.  As such, the degree 
proposal provides new and expanded offerings that provide nimbleness and which 
is in alignment with departmental, institutional, and THEC's overall goals and mission.  
As the degree program develops, we intend to create new minors to formalize and 
further support the cross-disciplinary opportunities.  For example, creation of a Fine 
Arts Business minor or a STEAM minor.  And, as the newly formed College of Fine Arts 
works to grow its presence and strength at TN Tech, the new degree offering will aid 
in that effort.    
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 6 

Our current BFA professional degree does not allow transfer students the opportunity 
to complete the degree requirements in two years due to the strict and abundant 
studio course requirements, nor does it allow academic inquiry outside of a studio 
practice.  We are interested in establishing Tennessee Transfer Pathway agreements 
with State community colleges; the new proposed academic degree program would 
accommodate these TTP agreements while offering opportunities for transfer students 
to have a meaningful art experience while earning a degree within the two years 
along with the option to pursue expanded learning opportunities if they desire.  Also, 
we feel this proposed academic program will have great appeal to non-traditional 
and veteran prospective students, who historically have often found the professional 
BFA degree curriculum too studio intensive and/or restrictive for their interest and 
purpose.   
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design is a NASAD (National Association of Schools of Art 
and Design) department; the proposed Bachelor of Science degree will meet both 
University and NASAD standards to ensure our continued accreditation. 
 
Purpose and Nature of Program: 
 
The purpose of this program is to provide additional educational opportunities and 
graduation pathways for students wishing to major in studio arts in an accredited, 
regionally accessible program.  The program being proposed is a Bachelor of Science 
with a major in Studio Arts. This title is intended to reflect a contemporary, wide-
ranging, and interdisciplinary art approach, preparing students for numerous 
potential directions in visual art, craft, design, or other fields of study. The flexible 
curriculum inherent of the BS program will balance out the rigid curriculum of our 
existing professional BFA degree.  The learned skills in the BS program can lead to 
career development as an artist, in broader career fields, or preparation for 
advanced study.  Every art or design practitioner today must have a capacity to 
function across the boundaries of existing specializations and the ability to interact 
effectively in a team involving a range of specialists from a wide range of fields. 
Therefore, this program provides students with a broad knowledge of a variety of art 
forms and practices along with academic inquiry in other disciplines thus aiding in 
their future career success by developing their ability to better navigate the ever-
increasing interdisciplinarity of today's art career landscape.  To capitalize on the 
inherent strengths of our University's offerings and history as a technological university, 
we have purposely chosen to pursue the BS rather than a BA.  We intend that the BS 
degree will create natural and less restrictive opportunities for collaboration with TN 
Tech's strong STEM programs; the marriage of these disciplines is rife with possibility.  
We envision a meaningful and innovative collaboration between Computer Science 
and our Design (digital) students, Chemistry and Painting students, Mechanical 
Engineering and Metals students, Civil Engineering and Ceramics, and more, such as 

6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

21



 7 

the creation of new minors that blend these studies, such as a STEAM minor or a Fine 
Arts Business minor.  Conversely, the proposed degree plan may have the potential 
to appeal to STEM students who may choose to double-major and/or for whom the 
STEM specific program, ultimately, might not suit well.  To date, our art students have 
participated in cross-disciplinary collaboration as extra-curricular activities.  For 
example, our Design students collaborated with nursing students to create an app to 
assist nursing/patients.  A student in our metals studio collaborated with geology on 
identifying, harvesting, and cutting stone for use in one-of-a-kind jewelry.  Our STEM-
focused university setting is riddled with possibility but the curricular mechanism to 
support, and formally recognize these cross-disciplinary efforts through earned credits 
towards graduation, is absent and needed.  The proposed BS is the more logical and 
appropriate degree offering given the STEM focus and culture of TN Tech.  The School 
of Art, Craft & Design plans for students in the BS degree program to develop both 
broad comprehensions of the work of artists, designers, and craft persons and build 
competency with a set of practical artistic and production skills alongside increased 
and diverse educational opportunities provided by the BS degree.  Also, the inherent 
curricular flexibility allows students the option to pursue a minor, which will allow 
students to further direct their studies in areas that will better serve their research, 
future career, or educational goals while also being eligible for Federal Financial Aid.  
At current, our BFA program has minimal electives within the curriculum which greatly 
restricts BFA students’ ability to register for courses that are eligible for Federal 
Financial Aid outside of the BFA curriculum.  The BS degree will provide the 
mechanism to offer curricular flexibility alongside the financial support that many of 
our students need and rely on.  However, unlike an Interdisciplinary Studies degree, 
which focuses on two primary areas of study, the BS in studio arts will allow a student 
opportunity to complete a suite of courses to support their individual creative, 
research, and career goals with the primary focus remaining on art-making.  As such, 
our proposed BS in Studio Arts should not pose threat to the existing Bachelor of Art in 
Interdisciplinary Studies at TN Tech University; they are unique programs from one 
another. 
 
We seek to add the BS degree to expand degree offerings that capitalize on the 
strong STEM programming already in place at TN Tech by providing an avenue for 
and culture that supports cross-curricular collaboration and to better serve a growing 
portion of our student population as we experience an increase of transfer students, 
students entering with significant dual-enrollment credits, and/or students not wishing 
or unable to complete the requirements of the rigorous professional BFA degree 
which has little curricular flexibility.  Two goals of this degree are higher student 
recruitment and retention.  The School of Art, Craft & Design is a NASAD (National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design) department; the proposed Bachelor of 
Science degree will meet both University and NASAD standards to ensure our 
continued accreditation. 
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Alignment with the State Master Plan and Institutional Mission and Strategic Plan: 
 
In accordance with the State Master Plan for higher education (2015-2025) and its 
overriding function, the proposed Bachelor of Science in studio arts program will 
increase degree production, allow for more timely degree completion, and due to 
the program's liberal arts nature, have broader applicability in the workplace thus 
strengthening the state's economic and workforce development. 
 
It is believed that the addition of this degree will offer more flexible graduation 
pathways, which can more easily accommodate transfer students, students 
interested in cross-disciplinary inquiry, or students for whom a passion for art exists but 
who are not interested in or able to pursue the professional BFA degree.  Also, 
curricular flexibility allows completion of many courses asynchronously and non-
sequentially thus creating an opportunity for completion of the degree plan in a 
timelier fashion; this is especially applicable to transfer students, or students with 
significant earned dual-enrollment credits, for whom the completion of the BFA 
curriculum in 2 years is not doable.  The learned skills in the BS program can lead to 
career development as an artist, in broader career fields, or preparation for 
advanced study. 
 
The proposed BS in Studio Arts program supports the areas of TTU’s new strategic plan, 
Tech tomorrow, listed below.   
 
Goal 1:  Education for Life.  TTU provides education that unleashes the potential and 
passion within our students and prepares them for successful careers and culturally 
enriched lives.  TTU also provides educational opportunities, programs, credentials, 
and degrees to fuel the lifelong learning necessary for enduring achievement. 
 

The liberal arts nature of this degree possesses curricular flexibility that has the 
potential to meet the needs and interests of all types of students at different 
phases of their undergraduate academic career, while also providing a 
meaningful and rigorous studio arts education. 

 
Goal 2:  Innovation in all We Do.  TTU innovates in all we do, embracing and deploying 
our technological foundation in our education, research, service, and stewardship. 
 

The new degree program will allow students to expand and apply their studio 
arts practice with other disciplines.  The degree curriculum possesses the 
flexibility to encourage and allow meaningful study in other disciplines to foster 
cross-disciplinary inquiry, dialogue, and innovation in unique ways.  The BS 
degree is a natural fit at TN Tech with its strong history of STEM education; the 
synthesis of arts and science education has great potential to manifest itself in 
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novel and innovative ways.  This degree provides the mechanism to support 
and foster new growth in the area of STEAM.   

 
Goal 3:  Exceptional Stewardship.  Tennessee Tech is committed to optimizing 
resources and continuously improving effectiveness, efficiency, and return on 
investment for students. 
 

The proposed new degree program will not require additional resources for the 
School of Art, Craft & Design, College of Fine Arts, nor the University to 
implement a meaningful, rigorous, and relevant curriculum that meets 
SACSCOC and NASAD standards.  It is expected that the new degree program 
will aid in both recruitment and retention while maintaining consistent 
departmental operating costs.  No additional facilities nor significant 
equipment is required or anticipated for this degree. 

 
Goal 4:  Engagement for Impact.  Tennessee Tech fosters partnerships with 
government, business, and non-profit organizations to advance economic and 
workforce development, create and disseminate knowledge, serve the public good, 
and generate cultural impact.   
 

This liberal arts degree will have broad applicability for graduates entering the 
workforce, allowing students to combine their study of studio arts with another 
area of focus (minor) and electives.  Thus, tailoring their education to their 
needs, interest or to strengthen their employability.  With inherent curricular 
flexibility, students have a better opportunity to develop partnerships in the 
community to gain meaningful and useful experience to better prepare 
themselves for entrance into the workplace.   

 
Institutional capacity to deliver the proposed academic program: 
 
Due to the broad scope of the proposed Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree, 
no additional faculty, space nor significant equipment will be needed to successfully 
implement the curriculum.  While our current BFA program is healthy, some of our 
studio courses are not currently at full enrollment capacity, thus we can 
accommodate additional students who are interested in pursuing the Bachelor of 
Science degree.  As the proposed degree program experiences growth, we will 
employ the teaching assistance of local qualified artists in our region to offer 
additional course sections of existing courses.  A unique aspect of the School of Art, 
Craft & Design is our satellite campus, the Appalachian Center for Craft (ACC), 
located 25 miles away in Smithville, TN.  At the ACC, each of the School of Art, Craft 
& Design's 5 craft studios have a resident artist, who most often possess the required 
MFA credential to allow them to participate in the School of Art, Craft & Designs 
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academic program as adjunct faculty; it is expected that the greatest demand will 
be in the Art Foundation and Introductory level courses.  Thus, it is expected that their 
assistance will be focused on those courses when needed and program revenues will 
support the salary of any additional adjunct faculty.  As such, beyond implementing 
a new marketing and promotion program to include the new degree, there are no 
other costs associated with the new degree.  The program will be supported via 
generated revenues. 
 
The proposed academic program places primary emphasis on the process of art-
making (studio arts), which is unique to all programs at TN Tech University.  Thus, it will 
not pose threat to enrollment in pre-existing majors/programs at TN Tech University.  
However, because the degree inherently possesses an opportunity for academic 
pursuits in other disciplines, it is positioned to provide ample opportunity for 
collaborative efforts with other disciplines.  For example, a partnership with the 
College of Business for increased business/entrepreneurship opportunities or with the 
Department of Computer Science for the opportunity to pursue web-design and 
programming or with Civil Engineering to further expand our students’ investigation 
into the tensile properties of various clay bodies, or with the Chemistry department to 
explore the chemical composition of pigments.  It is our strong desire to create 
opportunities for cross-disciplinary collaborative agreements across campus as we 
feel it benefits our students, our program, and the University and it best mimics the 
interdisciplinarity of today's work environments. 
 
Program enrollments used in the financial projections are shown in the following 
table. 

FTE Enrollment Projections 

 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 

FTE 7 9 13 15 20 
 
See attached THEC Financial Projection form for estimated revenues and expenses 
in Appendix 3.  

 

Existing Programs Offered at Public and Private Tennessee Institutions: 
 
Based on the current THEC Academic Program Inventory for TN Board of Regents and 
UT systems, there are two Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degrees offered, which 
have similarities to this proposed program:  CIP Code 50.0702 
http://thec.ppr.tn.gov/THECSIS/Research/Research.aspx?TabID=API+Search  
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Middle Tennessee State University:  BS Visual Arts 
Tennessee State University:  BS Studio Arts 
 
While both of these programs are offered at public institutions within a 100-mile radius 
of TTU, the institutions are considerably different from TTU in scale and culture, namely 
the strong STEM programming at TN Tech on which we seek to capitalize.  Thus, it is 
believed that neither of these programs/institutions will present competition nor have 
an adverse effect on enrollment or retention of students in the proposed Bachelor of 
Science in Studio Arts program at Tennessee Tech University.  In addition, a unique 
aspect of the School of Art, Craft & Design is our satellite campus, the Appalachian 
Center for Craft, where we have craft studios that do not exist at these competing 
institutions.  For example, woodworking, glass blowing, blacksmithing, and fibers. 
 
As illustrated below, the Bachelor of Science degree program has proven to be 
effective at increasing enrollment and graduation rates at the Universities that offer 
the degree program.  
 
Degrees Awarded 
Institution 2018-2019 2017-2018 2016-2017 TOTAL 
MTSU 20 16 7 64 
TSU 15 14 6 35 

 
 
Curricular comparison: 
 Studio or 

related 
area 

Art/Design 
History 

General 
Studies 

Electives Minor 
Courses 

Total 
Number 
of Units 

TTU 39 credits 12 41 28 (*13 if 
minor is 
pursued) 

0 or *15 
minor is 
optional 

120 

MTSU 27 credits 12 41 22-25 15-18 120 
TSU 48-51 12-15 42 12-15 0 120 

 
There is not currently a Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts program offered at any 
private institution in Tennessee. 
The following State of TN public institutions offer a Bachelor of Fine Art in Studio Arts: 
MTSU, ETSU, APSU, UTK, UTC and University of Memphis. 
 
Feasibility Study: 
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design hired an external group to conduct the feasibility 
study.  The results of the study are available in Appendix 1, 4 & 5.  Other evidence of 
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need and future sustainability is provided by the letters of support from industry 
employers, alumni, and current students, which can be found in Appendix 2.  
 
Introduction 
 

An external feasibility study was commissioned by the School of Art, Craft & Design, 
and completed by Tennessee Tech University faculty members from the College of 
Business: Dr. Ferdinand DiFurio, Dr. Steve Isbell, and Ms. Yolunda Nabors. Surveys of 
current students, alumni, and employers were distributed in spring 2019. All surveys 
were administered using Qualtrics software with respondent anonymity and the 
option to not participate. The survey responses show good support for the decision 
to develop a Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts. The complete feasibility survey and 
results are found in Appendix 1, a feasibility study addendum containing requested 
supplemental information regarding Local and Regional need can be found in 
Appendix 5. 
 

The proposed degree will meet the needs of students who are interested in a 
Bachelor of Science in studio arts by allowing students to gain breadth in a chosen 
program along with tailoring the degree to the market needs. The enrollment in the 
proposed program will provide a good student mass and ensure the program's 
productivity and sustainability without putting a financial strain on the College or 
School. 
 

The complete feasibility survey and results are available in Appendix 1. Other 
evidence of need and future sustainability is provided by the letters of support from 
industry employers, alumni, and current students, which be found in Appendix 2. The 
following sections show highlights of the feasibility study. 

The School of Art Craft and Design Feasibility Study for the Bachelor of Science in 
Studio Arts: (Appendix 1). Supplemental support materials regarding THEC’s request 
for additional information related to regional and local need are provided in 
Appendix 5 and 6.  
 
 

The School of Art, Craft, and Design in the College of Fine Arts at Tennessee Tech is 
submitting a proposal for a Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts. The degree is intended to 
give students an education in essential art skills along with a wider range of skills for a 
diversified marketplace. 
 

This feasibility study will assess the proposed degree program in the following areas, as 
outlined in the THEC guidelines: student interest, local and regional demand/need, 
employer need/demand, future sustainable need/demand, and in some cases, a 
section for external research.  In some cases, there may be an unavoidable overlap 
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of information provided across the regional and employer demand. This is because 
the demand for labor, whether regional or state-level, can be understood to be 
generated by firms. 
 

Potential Student Interest 
 

Survey Overview 

This report summarizes the results of a survey instrument used to assess student interest in 
the proposed degree program. The survey instrument was constructed to parallel 
standard surveys used by higher education institutions to appraise students’ 
attractiveness to a potential degree program. In accordance with the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission (THEC) approval process of new academic programs, the 
School of Art, Craft, and Design has employed Tennessee Tech University (TTU) College of 
Business faculty to collect and summarize prospective student interest data as a   part 
of a feasibility study. The results from the survey instrument, in compilation with other 
report information, will be used to determine the program’s potential. 
 

Survey Methods 

The survey was distributed to current TTU undergraduates majoring in Art. The 
undergraduate students were separated into two groups. Students classified as 
freshman, sophomore, and junior were surveyed separately as group one and senior-
level undergraduates as group two. The online survey instrument was developed 
using Qualtrics, “a powerful and multifaceted online data collection/survey tool”. The 
survey was administered via email invitation to students from March 27, 2019, through 
April 5, 2019. During this period, recipients were reminded of the survey and 
encouraged to participate. 
 

Each survey group received the same survey instrument. The following description 
which was sent to all students. 
 

“The School of Art, Craft & Design is in the process of gaining approval to offer a Bachelor 
of Science in Studio Arts degree. This liberal arts degree would require core art 
courses (2D Design, 3D design, Drawing, etc.), general  education  courses, plus  several 
elective  hours. With  these  electives , students  could   pursue a   minor in  another   area 
of study, or apply them to additional art courses in their area of interest. The degree 
will be an option for new students and also an option for current students who 
decide they do not want to pursue the professional Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
(excluding Art Education), but who want a degree in art. The Bachelor of Science 
affords  significant curricular  flexibility and  students’ culminating  experience will  be 
a group exhibition instead of a solo exhibition (glass, metals, clay, fibers, wood, 
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painting). Note: the current Bachelor of Fine Arts degree will continue, as usual. The 
proposal is to add a different degree option for students who are interested in an 
alternative to the BFA.” 
 

The survey questions were designed to gauge student interest in the proposed 
degree program. 

Questions addressed key areas of importance such as students’ strength of interest, 
potential date of enrollment, and the benefits of the program to the students’ future 
endeavors. Demographic information was collected and students were permitted 
to share their viewpoint of the program in an open-ended question format. 
 

Description of Sample 

Current undergraduates of Art were invited to participate in the survey. Of the 75 
freshman, sophomore, and juniors surveyed, 34 responded for a 45.33% response rate. 
Thirty-two of the fifty- seven undergraduate seniors yielded a response rate of 56.14%. The 
table below summarizes the data collected from the survey instrument. 

 

Results 

The response rates of both groups were satisfactory for the purpose of this study. The 
questionnaire required students to select an answer choice to proceed to the next 
question. The survey began with the question, “[h]ave you read the description of the 
proposed Bachelor of Science Degree in Studio Arts?” The purpose of the question 
was to ensure that all participants understood the proposed program and could 
informatively answer the questions that followed. If the student was not aware of the 
program description, he/she was given the option to review it before continuing the 
survey. The description was reviewed by all but one Art student before continuing to 
answer the questionnaire. 

Approximately  9.63% of  freshman-junior respondents signaled high interest in the start-up 
of this program offering with 45.16% having moderate interest. 23% of respondent’s 
desire to enroll in the program immediately if the program commenced in Fall 2019. 
When students were asked if the proposed degree program better aligned with 
their future endeavors than currently offered degree programs, 0% selected 
“definitely yes” and 47.06% selected “probably yes”, while 11.76% indicated the degree 
program did not better align with future ventures. 29%  percent of seniors estimated 
enrolling in the program immediately if offered. Approximately 17.65% of senior 
respondents consider the proposed degree program to be better aligned with their 
future careers than the presently offered degree program. Table 1 displays the 
results of each survey question. 

 

6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

29



 15 

Table 1: Survey Results 
 

Student Interest Survey Results for Proposed Degree Program in Art: Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Studio Arts 

 
Identify your current academic 
status 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Freshman 9 26.47 N/A N/A 
Sophomore 12 35.29 N/A N/A 

Junior 13 38.24 N/A N/A 
First Semester Senior N/A N/A 15 46.88 

Second Semester Senior N/A N/A 9 28.13 
Senior Status For More Than 2 

Semesters 
N/A N/A 8 25 

Have you read the description of the 
proposed Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Studio Arts which was 
enclosed in the email 
with the link to this survey? 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Yes 20 58.82 23 74.19 
No, but I would like to review the 

description 
13 38.24 8 25.81 

No, and I would not like to review the 
description 

1 2.94 0 0 

To what extent are you interested in 
pursuing studies toward a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Studio Arts if 
offered at 
Tennessee Tech University? 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Very 3 9.68 5 16.67 
Moderately 14 45.16 12 40 

Not at all 14 45.16 13 43.33 
Is a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Studio Arts better aligned with your 
future endeavors than currently 
offered degree 
programs? 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Definitely yes 0 0 3 17.65 
Probably yes 8 47.06 5 29.41 

Might or might not 7 41.18 4 23.53 
Probably not 2 11.76 5 29.41 
Definitely not 0 0 0 0 

How soon would you enroll in the 
proposed Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Studio Arts if one were to 
be established in Fall 2019? 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Immediately 4 23.53 5 29.41 
1 year N/A N/A 4 23.53 

2 years 4 23.53 3 17.65 
3 years 2 11.76 N/A N/A 

Not at all 7 41.18 5 29.41 
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If this program moves forward, would 

you like to be kept informed? 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior Count 

Freshman, 
Sophomore, 
Junior 
Respondents % 

 
Senior 
Count 

 
Senior 

Respondents % 

Yes 22 73.33 24 80 
No 8 26.67 6 20 

 

Local and Regional Need/Demand 
 

Undergraduate degrees provide general market skills that can be used in many 
different occupations, and make the acquisition of specific skills easier and more 
efficient once a graduate is hired by an employer. It is quite common for college 
graduates to find employment in occupations that are seemingly unrelated to their 
undergraduate major. This is not an indication of a slack in demand, of excess 
supply of specific degree holders, or a mistake in the choice of major. It is the normal 
operation of a dynamic labor market that allocates available skills to employers 
who demand those skills. 
 

The feasibility study team’s view of the proposed major in studio arts remains 
consistent with the recommendations in the original feasibility study:  the studio arts 
degree is unique in that it teaches students skills to specialize in art and also offers 
flexibility to find jobs in a diverse range of fields.  An Art student entering another field 
does not necessarily mean they’ve abandoned their Art skills.  These skills have likely 
given them that ability to cross-over into different industries, which makes the degree 
highly valuable. 
 

The proposed major in Studio Arts, based on skillsets taught in its traditional curriculum, 
may be more resilient when compared to others, in an economic downturn.  Further, 
as an economy begins its upswing, the major may complement growth in technology 
jobs that could potentially lead to a recovery.  These trends described could take 
place as the pandemic ends and the national economy recovers.  
 

The strong belief is held that although potential graduates in Studio Arts may find 
employment in the regions surrounding Tennessee Tech, the likelihood is high that they 
would find employment throughout the state.  This result sheds a positive light on the 
value of the degree across different sectors and regions.  Given the aforementioned 
points, additional searches for local and regional data for other in TN did yield select 
results.  This information is presented in the sections that follow. 
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REMI:  Arts, entertainment, and recreation 

REMI economic impact software provides regional data for the Upper Cumberland 
Region.  The data is available through a customized for labor and workforce data 
baseline forecast provided by REMI. (Appendix 5) 

While the data presented here is specific to the Upper Cumberland Region, it is not 
disaggregated to represent “Studio Arts.”  Rather, REMI uses a broad definition, such 
as “Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation” to breakdown the region’s economic 
indicators.  This result highlights the limitations regarding obtaining detailed 
information on regional data.  Therefore, interpretation of the data in this section 
should be made with caution. 

Table 2 presents jobs, as measured in “Individuals (Jobs)” for the Upper Cumberland 
Region (UCR) in the occupation in “Art and Design Workers” as they are employed in 
other sectors (see UCR, job distribution).  For example, in the year 2018, approximately 
18 individuals in the category “Art and Design Workers” found employment in the 
sector “Motion picture and sound recording industries” ; approximately 112 found 
employment in Professional, scientific, and technical services ;  approximately 2 found 
employment in Education services private ; approximately 28 found employment in 
Performing arts, spectator sports, and related industries ; and 1 worker found 
employment in Museums, historical sites, and similar institutions. 
 

Table 2:  Art and Design Workers, job distribution by other sectors 
 Motion 

picture & 
sound 
recording 
industries 

Professional, 
scientific, & 
technical 
services 

Education 
services 
private 

Performing 
arts, spectator 
sports, & 
related 
industries 

Museums, 
historical 
sites, & 
similar 
institutions 

      
2018 17.759 112.433 1.965 28.491 1.733 
2019 18.419 113.991 2.011 29.031 1.816 
2020 18.980 114.898 2.051 29.454 1.900 
2021 19.201 114.637 2.067 29.526 1.959 
2022 19.360 114.249 2.081 29.590 2.013 
2023 19.536 114.202 2.100 29.748 2.067 
2024 19.776 114.614 2.119 29.973 2.115 
2025 20.000 115.054 2.134 30.190 2.153 

Table 3 presents jobs, as measured in “Individuals (Jobs)” for the Upper Cumberland 
Region (UCR) for Arts, entertainment, and recreation for the years 2018-2025 (see 
Jobs, UCR, Arts).  The table shows that over the time period 2018-2025, the number of 
jobs are increasing steadily in Arts within the Upper Cumberland Region. 
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Table 3:  Jobs, Upper Cumberland Region, Arts 
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
1670.751 1696.890 1716.347 1721.534 1730.433 1746.643 1767.332 1787.095 

 

Regional Economic Models Incorporated (REMI) provides a forecast for the number 
of jobs in Arts within the Upper Cumberland Region.  For the period 2018-2025, the 
number of jobs are forecasted to increase steadily within the Upper Cumberland 
Region (Table 3).  The REMI data also indicates that a significant number of Art and 
Design workers found work in other sectors, such as Motion Picture and Sound 
Recording, Education Services, Professional/Scientific/Technical services and 
Museum/historical sites and similar institutions (Table 2).  These trends provide 
evidence for a local and regional need for the proposed BS degree due to its 
interdisciplinary focus and broader academic curriculum. 
 

The Industry Profile analysis within REMI provides data on wages and salaries, 
compensation, and earnings by place of work for the Upper Cumberland Region for 
the broadly defined occupation Arts, entertainment and recreation (see REMI 
definitions).  This data is presented in Table 4 (see Earnings, UCR, Arts in References ; 
see Industry Profile, UCR, Arts in References).  Because the data here is likely more 
broadly defined than a degree in studio arts, interpretations should be made with 
caution. 

Table 4:  Industry Profile, UCR, Arts (thousands of fixed (2018) dollars) 
 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Wages and 
salaries 

18954.422 19604.133 20263.414 20761.825 21288.568 21858.648 22477.401 23094.698 

Compensation 22205.492 22908.748 23667.067 24287.606 24961.903 25669.908 26425.973 27183.002 
Earnings by 
place of work 

38687.699 39843.551 41078.595 42061.651 43104.423 44203.293 45412.099 46625.002 

 

The consulting team uses the 2017 Integrated Public Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) 
database from the American Community Survey of the Bureau of Labor and 
Statistics (BLS). Most BLS data are in the form of aggregated tables. IPUMS data are 
at the individual level. This allows for the construction of customized tables that can 
accommodate specific comparisons of interrelated variables. 
 

Tennessee residents who hold an undergraduate degree in art find employment in 
many diverse occupations. Table 5 shows the top six occupations of Tennessee art 
majors and compares them to US art majors. The occupational distribution of 
Tennessee art majors is very similar to that of art majors in the rest of the US. (see 
appendix 4 for further explanation) 
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Table 5: Common Occupations for Art Majors (in percent) 
 TN Art Majors USA Art Majors 
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, 
and Media Occupations 

31.9 29.8 

Education, Training, and Library 
Occupations 

10.6 8.7 

Sales and Related Occupations 10.5 10.7 
Management, Business, Science, 
and Arts Occupations 

9.4 11.9 

Office and Administrative Support 
Occupations 

7.2 9.5 

Computer and Mathematical 
Occupations 

4.1 4.3 

 
Table 6 reports summary statistics on the distribution of earnings of art majors in 
Tennessee and compares it to the distributions of US art majors, Tennessee workers in 
general, and all US workers. The average annual earnings of art majors in Tennessee 
regardless of current occupation is $44,549. This is 86% of the mean earnings of US 
art majors. Since Tennessee workers overall earn 87% of all US workers, this is a 
reflection of the regional wage differences in the US, and not of a deficiency in pay 
for art majors in Tennessee. 
 

Note also that the standard deviation of the earnings of Tennessee art majors is very 
similar to that of US art majors, though the interquartile range (third quartile minus 
first quartile) is much larger for US art majors. This is likely because the US Art major 
earnings distribution is more positively skewed. 

 

Table 6: Earnings Distribution Comparisons 
 TN Art 

Majors 
US Art 
Majors 

TN 
Workers 

US 
Workers 

mean 44,549 51,698 39,634 45,499 
median 35,000 40,000 29,000 31,000 
std deviation 53,389 52,260 49,403 56,281 
1st quartile 20,000 22,000 13,300 14,700 
3rd quartile 53,000 65,000 50,000 57,000 

 
According to national statistics published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (bls.gov), 
560 of 105,620 jobs in the North Central TN Non-metropolitan area, which includes 
Putnam County, are in the arts. This likely means that a higher percentage of TN art 
majors will end up in business-sector or STEM related jobs, rather than art and 
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education positions.  This is further justification for the proposed degree, which has 
broader curriculum and academic scope.   
 
Further, when comparing the job force of the Putnam County region to the 
surrounding metropolitan regions, there are fewer jobs available per capita in the 
field of art.  In Nashville, 15,050 of 376,480 jobs are in the arts.  In Knoxville, 7,790 of 
376,480 jobs are in the arts.   
 
Since there are fewer art jobs available per capita in the Putnam County region, 
compared to the surrounding region (Nashville and Knoxville), there is a strong local 
and regional need for the proposed degree due to its interdisciplinary focus and 
broader academic curriculum.  Art students who graduate with the proposed degree 
will acquire the skills to expand into other business-related or STEM sectors and art 
positions that don’t follow the traditional modes of a studio arts career.  
 
Employer Need/Demand 
 

In this section, the focus is placed on assessing the employment opportunities and 
job outlook for the proposed Bachelor’s degree in Art. The following section presents 
data and information obtained from the BLS and related sources. As mentioned 
earlier, there may be some overlap of information across the regional demand 
section and here. This is because labor markets do not treat these headings as 
mutually exclusive. In addition, regional demand and employer exhibit a 
dependent nature. 
 

A student may seek the Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts to establish a “career in 
art, a broader career, or preparation for advanced study” (Winkle, Kimberly, LON, p. 
5). Particular occupations in the marketplace, as defined by the Bureau of Labor 
and Statistics, that may accommodate the proposed degree are broad and 
diverse. Government statistics are available based on occupations that are directly, 
or indirectly related to the Arts. Although this information is valuable, it lacks insight 
into where art majors are finding employment along with other critical aspects in 
the marketplace. 
 

Snapshot There are several occupational headings under the Occupational 
Outlook Handbook in the BLS related to studio arts. The following subheadings are 
Art Directors, Craft, and Fine Artists, Fashion Designers, Floral Designers, Graphic 
Designers, Industrial Designers, Interior Designers, and Multimedia Artists and 
Animators. 
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In order to analyze the potential market for a bachelor’s degree in Studio Arts, it is 
useful to focus on a single, or a few similar occupations as defined by the BLS. And 
although a degree in Studio Arts will likely broaden the career choices for students, 
there may be a select number of occupational definitions that fit better than others. 
Based on the descriptions in the Sub-headings, this section follows Crafts and Fine 
Artists. The description reads “Craft and fine artists use a variety of materials and 
techniques to create art for sale and exhibition. Craft artists create handmade 
objects, such as pottery, glassware, textiles, and other objects that are designed to 
be functional. Fine Artists, including painters, sculptors, and illustrators, create 
original works of art for their aesthetic value, rather than for a functional one”. 
 

Summary information for the Crafts and Fine Artists reports a median annual salary for 
the nation of $49,160, a number of jobs for 2016 in the nation of 53,400, and a 
projected growth rate from 2016 to 2026 of 6%. The BLS also offers a description of 
what duties this occupation fulfills, along with titles commonly used for these 
professions. Some of these include but are not limited to Cartoonists, Ceramic Artists, 
Furniture Makers, and Jewelry Artists. 
 

The work environment for Craft and Fine Artists describes a detailed breakdown of 
the reported 53,400  jobs nationally as 1) Fine artists,  including painters, sculptors, and 
illustrators at 28,000 2) Artists and related workers, all other at 12,800, and Craft Artists 
at 12,500. The largest employers nationally are as follows: Self-employed (55%), 
Independent artists, writers and performers (11%), Federal government (7%), Motion 
picture and sound (3%), and Personal care services (2%). 
 

Job Outlook 

The job outlook for Craft and Fine Artists, as proposed by the BLS, is largely 
dependent on business cycles in the economy. Most of the goods and services 
provided by workers in this occupation are likely to be sensitive to economic 
downturns. The BLS reports that during an economic downturn, spending on these 
goods and services may be disproportionally lower than other goods. This is primarily 
due to these goods and services demonstrating an income elasticity greater than 
1.6. Therefore, the demand for labor, which is a derived demand emanating from 
the output market, will also be sensitive. 
 

The BLS also proposes that in a competitive marketplace, gaining monetary success 
may only come to the few that, in addition to having artistic skills, attain 
marketability in the economy. Regardless, the proposed degree in Studio Arts is 
likely to supply the average student with a balanced set of skills with the potential to 
thrive in the marketplace. 
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Employment projections for Craft and Fine Artists for the nation from 2016 to 2026 
are as follows (percent changes in parentheses): 
 

Craft and fine artists: 53,400 to 56,500 (6%) 

Craft artists: 12,500 to 13,100 (4%) 

Fine artists, painters and sculptors: 28,000 to 29,900 (7%) 

Artists and related 12,800 to 13,500 (5%) 
 

When examining the employment by industry, the breakdown of which sectors are 
accepting these sub-occupations is provided Table 7 below summarizes briefly 
these results. 
 

Table 7: Employment by Industry 
 Top employment sectors 

Craft artists Self-employed, Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation, 
Manufacturing 

Fine artists, 
painters, and 
sculptors 

Self-employed, information sector, Independent artists, writers, 
and 
performers 

Artists and related Self-employed, Government 
 

Similar occupations to Craft and Fine Artists are listed as Archivists, Curators, and 
Museum Workers, Art Directors, Fashion Designers, Graphic Designers, Industrial 
Designers, Jewelers, and Precious Stone and Metal Workers, Multimedia Artists and 
Animators, Photographers, and Woodworkers. These occupations may represent 
potential employment for the degree holder in Studio Arts or networking 
opportunities. 

 

There are other resources highlighted in the BLS repository. These include the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design, American Craft Council, New 
York Foundation for the Arts, The Association of Medical Illustrators, National 
Assembly of State Arts Agencies, and the National Endowment for the Arts. The 
American Craft Council, for example, offers a wide array of resources for the 
degree holder in Studio Arts. Some of these include Craft Museums in the U.S., 
National, and Regional Craft Organizations, Schools with Craft Workshop and 
Courses, and State Arts and Crafts Councils.  (Appendix 4).  
 

 

 

 

6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

37



 23 

Industry Profiles 

Under the Occupational Employment Statistics for the classification for Craft Artists 
(27-1012), industry profiles are provided. Sectors hiring the most Craft Artists are 
Independent Artists, Writers and Performers, Mineral Manufacturing, Performing Arts 
Companies, Motion Picture and Video companies, and Electronic Shopping and 
Mail-Order Houses. The same sectors are listed as having the highest concentration 
of Craft Artists are listed with the addition of Museums, Historical Sites, and Similar 
Institutions. Finally, the top-paying sectors for Craft Artists are Advertising, Public 
Relations, Motion Picture and Video Industries, Management of Companies and 
Enterprises, Colleges, Universities, and Professional Schools, and Performing Arts 
Companies. One can observe that a few industries, particularly in the top paying, 
are outside of the traditional career paths of fine arts. These include Advertising and 
Public Relations along with Management of Companies and Enterprises. 
 

The top-paying sectors for Craft Artists, as listed previously, report annual mean 
wages in the table below: 

Table 8: Mean wages of Top Paying Industries of Craft Artists 
 Annual Salary 
Advertising, Public Relations, and Related Services $64,950 
Motion Picture and Video Industries 56,600 
Management of Companies and Enterprises 52,800 
Colleges, Universities, and Professional Schools 46,390 
Performing Arts Companies 44,050 

 

Future Sustainable Need/Demand 
 

A measure of industry-intensity for employment in art-related occupations, location 
quotients are presented here. A location quotient that is greater than one 
“indicates the occupation has a higher share of employment than average, and a 
location quotient less than one indicates the occupation is less prevalent in the area 
than average”. The location quotients for the major metropolitan areas in TN for 
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media Occupations are reported below. It 
is evident that the middle part of the state generates the highest concentration of 
industry representation. 
 

Knoxville:  .75 
Nashville Davidson Murfreesboro Franklin: 1.18 
Memphis .58 
Chattanooga .78 
Johnson City .52 
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The information presented in this study will be used in a summary analysis that follows 
this document. Labor market conditions in conjunction with the analysis presented 
here will be used to make recommendations on the short and long-run viability of 
this proposed degree in the marketplace. 

 

Summary and Viability 
 

Degree holders in the proposed Bachelor’s degree in Studio Arts may experience 
greater flexibility in the marketplace compared to more narrowly focused art 
degrees. Although students choosing to fine-tune their skills in the arts, such as 
painting, sculpting, and craft-making, may benefit from a university education in 
those fields, job prospects may be highly-dependent on overall economic 
conditions. This is due to the specific, albeit highly-skilled, nature of the discipline. 
 

During an economic downturn, the demand for arts and crafts commodities may 
subside, at times dramatically, as incomes fall. But the broader set of skills in the 
proposed Bachelor degree in Studio Arts may offer the degree holder more career 
alternatives to navigate an unstable economy. As outlined in the Letter of 
Notification, the degree will be designed “to build competency with a set of 
practical artistic and production skills”. 
 

The findings in the IPUMs data support this broader flexibility of the proposed degree 
in Studio Arts. As mentioned in the Regional Demand section, individuals often find 
jobs in a diverse range of occupations that may be outside their chosen field of study. 
For Tennessee art majors, this is especially true as the most common occupations are 
in areas such as education, sales, management, computers, and mathematics. 
When consideration is given to “where the art major finds employment” versus 
“whether art majors are finding jobs in art-related fields,” the earnings of art majors 
across diverse occupations is competitive. The mean and median earnings for art 
majors in TN remain in-line with and sometimes surpass, earnings of other workers for 
the state and nation. 
 

The outcome of the survey for the proposed degree in Studio Arts shows mixed 
results across student classification years. However, when the survey accounts for 
seniors close to graduation, there appears to be a healthy interest in enrollment if 
the degree were offered. Seniors may offer a unique perspective as they can 
compare their experiences in an existing program to a hypothetical proposed 
degree. 

 

Although it is difficult to forecast the short and long-run viability of a degree in Studio 
Arts, the general belief is that this degree may offer more flexibility and resistance 
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to business cycles compared to related art degrees. Short-run fluctuations in the 
economy along with the traditional challenges associated with frictional 
unemployment may place strain on degree holders as they seek an ideal work 
setting. But due to the broader flexibility that this proposed degree offers, they are 
likely to find stable positions that utilize their artistic skills in a productive capacity. 
Overall, it is believed that the proposed degree in Studio Arts may become more 
viable in the long run. (Appendix 4) 
 

Program cost/revenues: 
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design will utilize resources presently available to develop, 
launch and support the new proposed program; no additional faculty, space, or 
significant equipment will be needed initially to successfully implement the 
curriculum.  While our current BFA program is healthy, some of our studio courses are 
not currently at full enrollment capacity, thus we can accommodate additional 
students who are interested in pursuing the Bachelor of Science degree in our current 
course offerings.  As the proposed degree program experiences growth, we will 
employ the teaching assistance of local qualified artists in our region to offer 
additional course sections of existing courses in existing studios/classrooms, as 
needed.  Program revenues will support the salary of any additional adjunct faculty 
and needed equipment.  As such, beyond implementing a new marketing and 
promotion program to include the new academic program, there are no other costs 
associated with the new degree.  Our annual NASAD accreditation fees will not be 
affected by the expected growth in the program.  The program will be supported via 
program revenues. 
 
Table 9: Enrollment and Financial Projections 
 Planning 

Year 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Expenses $2000 $750 $5100 $5100 $5550 $5550 
Tuition/fees 
(in-state) 

$0 $73,654   
(7 F/T 
students) 

$94,698  
(9 F/T 
students) 

$126,264  
(12 F/T 
students) 

$157,830 
(15 F/T 
students) 

$210,440 
(20 F/T 
students) 

Net Profit $0 $72,904 $89,598 $121,164 $152,280 $204,890 
 
Revenues include: *Based on in-state tuition 
-Tuition/fees (excluding housing or meal plan):  $5,261/student per semester at 12 
credit hour enrollment x 2 semesters = $10,522/year/student  
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Table 10: Program Expenses:  
 Marketing/Promo Add Adjunct Supplies Equipment Total 
Planning 
Year 

$1000 0 0 $1000 $2000 

Year 1 $750 0 0 0 $750 
Year 2 $750 $2250 $100 $2000 $5100 
Year 3 $750 $2250 $100 $2000 $5100 
Year 4 $750 $4650 $150 0 $5550 
Year 5 $750 $4650 $150 0 $5550 

 
Expenses are expected to be supported by proposed program revenues. 
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6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

42



 28 

New Academic Program Proposal 
 
Implementation Timeline: 
External Judgement Site Visit:  February 16, 2022 
External Review Report to THEC:  March 20, 2022 
TN Tech Response to External Review:  April 2022 
TN Tech Board of Trustees:  June 23, 2022 
THEC Commission Approval: July 28, 2022 
Degree implementation:  Fall 2022 

NOTE: Although THEC commission review date is very near the start of the 
fall 2023 semester, TN Tech and the SAC&D have been working to prepare 
for immediate implementation.  We have the curriculum, space, and 
faculty in place for successful launch of the new degree program.  

 
Institutional Approvals: 
 School of Art, Craft & Design Faculty:  09/20/2021 
 College of Fine Arts Curriculum Committee:  10/15/2021 
 University Curriculum Committee:  10/28/2021 
 Academic Council: 11/10/2021 
 
Curriculum: 
 
Program Learning Outcomes 
 -Students will develop visual sensitivity. 

-Students will gain technical skills, perceptual development, and 
understanding of principles of visual organization suffice to achieve basic 
visual communication and expression in one or more media. 
-Students will have the ability to make workable connection between 
concept and media. 
-Students will have some familiarity with the works and intentions of major 
artists/designers and movements of the past and present. 
-Students should understand the nature of contemporary thinking on art 
and design, and have gained at least a rudimentary discernment of 
quality in design projects and works of art. 
-Students will explore additional areas of study to broaden their skills and 
experiences in other disciplines. 
-Students will develop a set of skills and competencies relevant to their 
career interest, thus creating increased workplace viability. 
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Table 11: Program Requirements:  these percentages satisfy NASAD 
accreditation standards 
Studio or 
related area 

Art/Design 
History 

General 
Studies 

Electives Total Number 
of Units 

39 credits 12 41 28 120 
32.5% 10% 34.2% 23.3% 100% 
 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts - List of Courses 
TTU has an existing Bachelor of Fine Arts degree program, which will 
supply/support the Art content course needs for the proposed degree program; 
these courses are listed below.   
 
Studio or Related Areas 
 Foundations – 18 credits 

ART 1250 Intro to Digital Imaging   3 credits 
ART 1320 Creative Studio    3 credits   
ART 1340 Foundations Studio I   3 credits 

  ART 1350 Foundations Studio II   3 credits 
  ART 1045 Drawing I     3 credits 
  ART 1050 Drawing II     3 credits 
     Or 
  ART 2330 Technical Drawing    3 credits 
     Or 
  ART 2340 CAD for the Artist    3 credits 
  

Studio Courses – 21 credits.   
 *ART 4000 Capstone Experience   3 credits  

Select 6 or more from the following; 4 must be 3000 or 4000 
level: 

  ARED 1250 Digital Technologies in Art Ed.  3 credits 
  ARED 2050 STEAM Studio    2 credits 
  ART 2210 Introduction to Design   3 credits 
  ART 2220 Typography, Text and Image  3 credits 

ART 2410  Painting I     3 credits 
ART 2510 Intro to Clay     3 credits 
ART 2540 Intro to Wheel-Throwing   3 credits 

  ART 2610 Introduction to Fibers   3 credits 
  ART 2710 Introduction to Glass   3 credits 
  ART 2810 Introduction to Metals   3 credits 
  ART 2910  Introduction to Woodworking  3 credits 
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  ART 3210  Design Studio    3 credits 
  ART 3220 Design Studio II    3 credits 
  ART 3230  Design Studio III    3 credits 
  ART 3240 Illustration and Visual Narrative  3 credits 
  ART 3250/1 Independent Studies in Design  1, 2 or 3 credits 
  ART 3310 Drawing III     3 credits 
  ART 3320  Figure Studies    3 credits 
  ART 3410 Painting II     3 credits 
  ART 3420 Painting III     3 credits 
  ART 3421 Painting IV     3 credits 
  ART 3430 Independent Studies in Painting 1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3431  Independent Studies in Painting 1, 2, or 3 credits 

ART 3510  Clay on the Wheel    3 credits 
  ART 3511 Intermediate Hand-building  3 credits 
  ART 3540 Intermediate Wheel-Throwing  3 credits 

ART 3520  Advanced Clay Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3521  Advanced Clay Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3530/1  Independent Studies in Clay  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3610 Weaving I     3 credits 
  ART 3611 Weaving II     3 credits 

ART 3620 Surface Design I    3 credits 
  ART 3621 Surface Design II    3 credits 
  ART 3630/1 Independent Studies in Fibers  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3640 3D Structures in Fibers I   3 credits 
  ART 3641 3D Structures in Fibers II   3 credits 
  ART 3650 Fiber Art Studio I    3 credits 
  ART 3651 Fiber Art Studio II    3 credits 
  ART 3710 Intermediate Glass Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3711 Intermediate Glass Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3720 Advanced Glass Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3730 Independent Studies in Glass  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3740 Warm Glass Studio    3 credits 
  ART 3750 Production Processes in Glass  3 credits 
  ART 3810  Metals studio-Metalsmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3811 Metals studio-Metalsmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3820 Metals studio-Blacksmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3821 Metals studio-Blacksmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3830 Independent Studies in Metals  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3099 Professional Practices for the Artist 3 credits  

ART 3910 Intermediate Wood Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3911 Intermediate Wood Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3920  Advanced Wood Studio   3 credits 
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  ART 3921 Advanced Wood Studio   3 credits 
ART 3930 Independ. Studies in Woodworking 1, 2, or 3 credits 

  ART 3940 Woodturning    3 credits 
  ART 4240  Special Problems in Design   3 credits 
  ART 4310 Independent Studies in Drawing 1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4640  Special Problems in Fibers  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4740 Special Problems in Glass  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4840 Special Problems in Metals  1, 2, or 3 credits 

ART 4940 Special Problems in Wood  1, 2, or 3 credits 
   
Total Studio or Related Areas     39 credits = 32.5% 
*denotes a new course 
 
Art/Design History 
 Art History – 6 credits 
  Art 2000 Art History Survey I    3 credits 
  Art 2020 Art History Survey II    3 credits 
 Upper division Art History – 6 credits, select two 
  Art 3130 Art Since 1900    3 credits 
  Art 3150 History of Crafts    3 credits 
  Art 3170 History of Design    3 credits 
  Art 3180 History of Prints    3 credits 
  Art 3190 Medieval Art History   3 credits 
  Art 4040 Art Criticism and Aesthetic 
    Understanding    3 credits 
  Art 4100 Art Tour     3 credits 
   
 
Total Art/Design History      12 credits = 10% 
 
General Studies 
 Communication – 9 credits 
  ENGL 1010 English Composition I   3 credits 
  ENGL 1020 English Composition II   3 credits 
  COMM2025 Fundamentals of Communication 3 credits 
    Or 
  PC 2500 Communicating in the Professions 3 credits 
 
 Humanities and/or Fine Arts – 9 credits 
   Select one from the following: 

ART 1035 Introduction to Art    3 credits 
ART 2000 Art history Survey I    3 credits 
 

6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

46



 32 

ART 2020 Art History Survey II    3 credits 
  ENGL 2130 Topics in American Literature  3 credits 
  ENGL 2235 Topics in British Literature   3 credits 
  ENGL 2330 Topics in World Literature   3 credits 
    

Select 2 from the following: 
  FLST 2520 The Cultures and Peoples of N. Africa3credits 

FREN 2510 French Culture and Civilization  3 credits 
  GERM 2520 German Culture and Civilization 3 credits 
  HIST 1310 Science and World Cultures  3 credits 

HIST 2210 Early Western Civilization   3 credits 
HIST 2310 Early World History    3 credits 

  HIST 2220 Modern Western Civilization   3 credits 
  HIST 2320 Modern World History   3 credits 
  MUS 1030 Music Appreciation   3 credits 
  PHIL 1030 Introduction to Philosophy  3 credits 
  RELS 2010 Introduction to Religious Studies 3 credits 
  SPAN 2510 Spanish Culture and Civilization 3 credits 
  SPAN 2550 Latin Amer. Culture and Civilization 3 credits 
  THEA 1030 Introduction to Theater   3 credits 
 
 Natural Sciences – 8 credits.  Select 2 or 3 from the following: 
  ASTR 1010 Introduction to Modern Astronomy I 4 credits 
  ASTR 1020 Introduction to Modern Astronomy II 4 credits 
  BIOL 1010 Introduction to Biology   4 credits 
  BIOL 1020 Diversity of Life    4 credits 

BIOL 1080 Concepts of Biology   4 credits 
BIOL 1113 General Biology I    4 credits 

  BIOL 1123 General Biology II    4 credits 
  BIOL 2010 Human Anatomy and Physiology I 4 credits 
  BIOL 2020 Human Anatomy and Physiology II 4 credits 

BIOL 2310  General Botany    4 credits 
  CHEM 1010 Introductory Chemistry I   4 credits 
  CHEM 1020 Introductory Chemistry II   4 credits 
  CHEM 1110 General Chemistry I   4 credits 
  CHEM 1120  General Chemistry II   4 credits 
  CHEM 1310 Concepts of Chemistry   3 credits 
  GEOL 1040 Physical Geology    4 credits 
  GEOL 1045 Earth Environ., Resources and Society 4 credits 
  GEOL 1070 Concepts of Geology   3 credits 
  GEOL 2100 Weather and Climate Systems  4 credits 

PHYS 1310 Concepts of Physics   3 credits 
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  PHYS 2010 Algebra-based Physics I   4 credits 
  PHYS 2020 Algebra-based Physics II   4 credits 
  PHYS 2110 Calculus-based Physics I   4 credits 
  PHYS 2120 Calculus-based Physics II   4 credits 
 
 Mathematics – 3 credits.  Select one from the following: 
  MATH 1010 Math for General Studies   3 credits 

MATH 1130 College Algebra    3 credits 
  MATH 1420 Geometry Concepts for Teachers 3 credits 
  MATH 1530 Introductory Statistics    3 credits 
  MATH 1630 Finite Mathematics   3 credits 
  MATH 1710 Pre-Calculus Algebra   3 credits 
  MATH 1720 Pre-Calculus Trigonometry  3 credits 
  MATH 1730 Pre-Calculus Mathematics  3 credits 
  MATH 1830 Applied Calculus    3 credits 
  MATH 1910 Calculus I     4 credits 
 
 History – 6 credits. 
  HIST 2010 Early United States History  3 credits 
  HIST 2020 Modern United States History  3 credits 
 
 Social/Behavioral Science – 6 credits.  Select two from the following: 
  AGBE 2010 World Food and Society   3 credits 

ANTH 1100 Introduction to Anthropology  3 credits 
  ECON 2010 Principles of Microeconomics  3 credits 
  ECON 2020 Principles of Macroeconomics  3 credits 
  ESS 1100 Introduction to Environmental Studies 3 credits 

EXPW 2015 Concepts of Health and Wellness 3 credits 
GEOG 1012 Cultural Geography   3 credits 
GEOG 1130 Geography of Natural Hazards  3 credits 
JOUR 1110 Media and Social Institutions  3 credits 

  POLS 1030 American Government   3 credits 
  PSY 1030 Introduction to Psychology  3 credits 
  SOC 1010 Introduction to Sociology  3 credits 
  WGS 2010 Intro to Women and Gender Studies 3 credits   
 
Total General Studies      41 credits = 34.2% 
 
Electives 

Students must complete 28 credits of open electives from any discipline at 
any level.  It is encouraged for students to complete 15 of the required 28 
hours towards completion of a minor degree.  Comprehensive list of 
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course descriptions are found on the institution website, 
https://catalog.tntech.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=6106 
 

Total electives        28 = 23.3% 
 
NOTE:  Tennessee Tech University requires students to complete at least 36 hours of Upper 
Division (3000/4000 level classes) to graduate.  These classes can include major degree 
courses, minor degree courses, or electives.  
 
All art majors must earn a grade of “C” or above in all art courses in order to earn course 
credit towards graduation.  A lower grade requires repeat of the course. 
 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts - Program of Study  

FRESHMAN YEAR 

1st Semester 2nd Semester 
Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed 
ENGL 1010 Writing I 

(Minimum grade of C must be earned) 3   ENGL 1020 Writing II 
(Minimum grade of C must be earned) 3   

ART 1340- Foundation Studio I 3   
ART 1350-Foundation Studio II 
Or 
ART 1259-Intro to Digital Imaging 

3   

ART 1320 – Creative Studio 3   ART 1045-Drawing I 3   
Gen. Ed Math- 3   ART 2000-Survey of Art History I 3   
Gen Ed Humanities/Fine Arts 
 3   Gen Ed Social Behavior Science  3   

TOTAL 15   TOTAL 15   

 

SOPHOMORE YEAR 

1st Semester 2nd Semester 
Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed 
ART 1350-Foundations Studio II 
OR 
ART 1250-Intro to Digital Imaging 

3   Studio Elective course 3   
ART 1050-Drawing II OR 
ART 2330-Technical Drawing 
OR 
ART 2340-CAD for the Artist 

3   Elective  3   

ART 2120-Survey of Art History II 3   Elective 3   
Gen Ed: HIST 2010-American History I 3   Gen Ed: HIST 2020-American History II 3   
Gen Ed: Natural Science Elective 4   Gen Ed: Natural Science Elective 4   

TOTAL 16   TOTAL 16   
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JUNIOR YEAR 

1st Semester 2nd Semester 
Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed 
Upper Division-Studio Elective course 3   Upper Division-Studio Elective course 3   
Studio Elective course 3   Upper Division -Studio Elective 3   
Elective 3   Art History Elective (Upper Division) 3   
Art History Elective (Upper Division) 3   Elective 3   
ENGL 2130, 2235, OR 2330 3   Gen Ed: COMM 2025 OR PC 2500 3   

TOTAL 15   TOTAL 15   
 

SENIOR YEAR 

1st Semester 2nd Semester 
Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed Course Hrs. Gr. Sub Filed 
Upper Division-Studio Elective course 3   ART 4000-Capstone Experience 3   
Elective 3   Elective 3   
Elective 3   Elective 3   
Elective 3   Elective 1   
Gen Ed: Social Behavioral Science 3   Gen Ed: Humanities/Fine Arts Elective 3   

TOTAL 15   TOTAL 13   
 
All art majors must earn a grade of “C” or above in all art courses in order to earn 
credit towards graduation.  A lower grade requires repeat of the course. 
 
Tennessee Tech University requires students to complete at least 36 hours of Upper 
Division (3000/4000 level classes) to graduate.  These classes can include major 
degree courses, minor degree courses, or electives. 21 hours of Upper Division 
coursework is built into Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts curriculum; the 
remaining 15 hours can be taken in any discipline, including Art.  
 
Optional Minor Degree  

Students are encouraged to pursue a minor in one of the following 
disciplines: (15 credits) 

  Accounting 
Agriculture 
Aquatics 
Astronomy 
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Business Information Technology and Analytics 
Business Management 

  Biology 
  Business 
  Caregiving 
  Chemistry 
  Coaching 
  Communication 
  Computer Science Education 
  Computer Science 
  Criminal Justice 
  Early Childhood Education 
  Education 
  Elementary Education 
  English as a Second Language 
  English 
  Environmental Engineering 
  Environmental Studies 
  Event Planning 
  Exercise Science 
  Family Sciences 
  Foreign Language 
  Foundations of Education 
  Health and Wellness 
  History 
  Housing and Design 
  Human Ecology 
  Human Resource Management 
  Humanities 
  International Business 
  International Studies 
  Leadership 
  Leadership & Military Science 
  Manufacturing and Engineering Technology 
  Materials Science and Engineering 
  Merchandising and Design 
  Middle Grades 
  Music History 
  Music Performance 
  Music Technology 
  Music Theory and Composition 
  Natural Resources 
  Parks and Protected Areas 
  Physics 
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  Professional and Technical Communication 
  Psychology 
  Race and Ethnic Studies in the United States 
  Reading 
  Religious Studies 
  Social Science 
  Secondary Education 
  Science 
  Special Education 
  Women and Gender Studies 
 
Table 12: Students can select from the following courses to fulfill the 18 hours of Studio 
Elective requirements; 12 hours must be upper division studio courses: 
Course  Title Credits Course  Title Credits 
ARED 1250 Digital Tech. in Art Ed 3 credits Art 3611 Weaving II 3 credits 
ARED 2050 STEAM Studio 2 credits Art 3620 Surface Design I 3 credits 

Art 2210 Introduction to Design 3 credits Art 3621 Surface Design II 3 credits 
Art 2220 Typography, Text and 

Image 
3 credits Art 3630 Independent Studies in 

Fibers 
1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 2410 Painting I 3 credits Art 3640  3D Structures in Fibers I 3 credits 
Art 2510 Intro to Clay 3 credits Art 3641  3D Structures in Fibers II 3 credits 
Art 2540 Intro to Wheel-

throwing 
3 credits Art 3650 Fiber Art Studio I 3 credits 

Art 2610 Introduction to Fibers 3 credits Art 3651 Fiber Art Studio II 3 credits 

Art 2710 Introduction to Glass 3 credits Art 3710 Intermediate Glass 
Studio 

3 credits 

Art 2810 Introduction to Metals
  

3 credits Art 3711 Intermediate Glass 
Studio 

3 credits 

Art 2910 Introduction to 
Woodworking  

3 credits Art 3720 Advanced Glass Studio 3 credits 

Art 3099 Professional Practices 
for the Artist 

3 credits Art 3730 Independent Studies in 
Glass  

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3210 Design Studio  3 credits Art 3740  Warm Glass Studio 3 credits 
Art 3220 Design Studio II 3 credits Art 3750 Production Processes in 

Glass 
3 credits 

Art 3230 Design Studio III 3 credits Art 3810 Metals studio-
Metalsmithing 

3 credits 

Art 3240 Illustration and Visual 
Narrative 

3 credits Art 3811 Metals studio-
Metalsmithing 

3 credits 

Art 3250/1 Independent studies 
in design 

1,2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3820 Metals studio-
Blacksmithing 

3 credits 
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Art 3310 Drawing III 3 credits Art 3821 Metals studio-
Blacksmithing  

3 credits 

Art 3320 Figure Studies 3 credits Art 3830 Independent Studies in 
Metals 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3410 Painting II 3 credits Art 3910 Intermediate Wood 
Studio  

3 credits 

Art 3420 Painting III 3 credits Art 3911 Intermediate Wood 
Studio 

3 credits 

Art 3421 Painting IV  3 credits Art 3920 Advanced Wood 
Studio 

3 credits 

Art 3430 Independent Studies 
in Painting I 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3921 Advanced Wood 
Studio 

3 credits 

Art 3431 Independent Studies 
in Painting II 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3930 Independ. Studies in 
Woodworking 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3510 Clay on the Wheel
  

3 credits Art 3940 Woodturning 3 credits 

Art 3511 Intermediate Hand-
building 

3 credits Art 4240 Special Problems in 
Design   

4 credits 

Art 3520 Advanced Clay 
Studio 

3 credits Art 4310 Independent Studies in 
Drawing 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3521 Advanced Clay 
Studio 

3 credits Art 4640 Special Problems in 
Fibers 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3530 Independent Studies 
in Clay  

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 4740 Special Problems in 
Glass  

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3540 Intermediate wheel-
throwing 

3 credits Art 4840 Special Problems in 
Metals 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

Art 3610 Weaving I 3 credits Art 4940 Special Problems in 
Wood 

1, 2, or 3 
credits 

 
 
Additional Program Requirements: 
 
Grade level requirements 
Upper Division students at Tennessee Tech must maintain a 2.0 grade point 
average to remain in good standing (see Appendix 2).  Consistent with the School 
of Art, Craft & Design requirements for its Bachelor of Fine Arts degree program, 
all courses in the Bachelor of Science require a grade of “C” (2.0 quality points) in 
each required studio arts class and art history class.  
 
Sophomore Assessment 
Students in one of the School of Art, Craft & Design’s BFA studio concentrations 
with approximately 45 - 60 earned hours are screened for appropriate progress in 
art foundations classes, general education classes, and classes in the 
concentration studio. Studio faculty assess whether the level of accomplishment 
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(the quality of the artwork) in at least two classes in the concentration is sufficient 
to support a recommendation to continue in upper division work in that studio.  If 
a student is not granted recommendation for advancement into the professional 
BFA degree program, the liberal arts focused Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
degree program will be recommended instead.  With the absence of 
specialization, students who struggle with the conceptual and technical rigors to 
gain the high level of proficiency required of the BFA degree are potentially good 
candidates for the more liberal arts Bachelor of Science degree focus.  The 
“sophomore assessment” instrument will not be utilized with students who enter 
the program as Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts majors since the degree’s focus 
is breadth versus specialization.  However, Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
majors, like their BFA peers, will be required to earn a grade of “C” or higher in all 
studio art and art history courses to receive credit towards graduation.   
 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts Capstone Experience 
Tennessee Tech University requires a capstone experience for all of its 
Baccalaureate degrees.  The Senior Thesis process that is established and which 
is currently required for TTU BFA students in the clay, fibers, glass, metals, painting 
and wood concentrations (see Appendix 7) will not be required of Bachelor of 
Science in Studio Arts students.  Due to the generalized focus of the liberal arts 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree, expectations of the BFA Senior Thesis 
experience are far too specialized for the Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
degree requirements as defined by NASAD standards.  Instead, all Bachelor of 
Science in Studio Arts graduating seniors will satisfy the university required 
capstone experience by successfully completing the new Capstone Experience 
course: ART 4000, in which the primary experience will involve mounting a group 
exhibition of their artworks.  With further course development definition of primary 
objectives, rubrics and instruments for evaluation, or specific definitions of scope 
and quality of achievement will be established; these will align with the NASAD 
standards and learning outcomes for graduates of the liberal arts Bachelor of 
Science in Studio Arts degree. 
 
Current Courses and Existing Programs 
 
Current courses for Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts currently offered in our 
existing Bachelor of Fine Art degree program.   
 

ARED 1250 Digital Technologies in Art Ed  3 credits 
ARED 2050 STEAM Studio    2 credits 
ART 1320 Creative Studio    3 credits 
ART 1340 Foundations Studio I   3 credits 

  ART 1350 Foundations Studio II   3 credits 
  ART 1045 Drawing I     3 credits 
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  ART 1050 Drawing II     3 credits 
  ART 2330 Technical Drawing    3 credits 
  ART 2340 CAD for the Artist    3 credits 
  ART 1250 Intro to Digital Imaging   3 credits 
  ART 3099 Professional Practices for the Artist 3 credits 
  ART 2210 Introduction to Design   3 credits 
  ART 2220 Typography, Text and Image  3 credits 

ART 2410  Painting I     3 credits 
ART 2510 Intro to Clay     3 credits 
ART 2540 Intro to Wheel-Throwing   3 credits 

  ART 2610 Introduction to Fibers   3 credits 
  ART 2710 Introduction to Glass   3 credits 
  ART 2810 Introduction to Metals   3 credits 
  ART 2910  Introduction to Woodworking  3 credits 
  ART 3099 Professional Practices of the Artist 3 credits 
  ART 3210  Design Studio    3 credits 
  ART 3220 Design Studio II    3 credits 
  ART 3230  Design Studio III    3 credits 
  ART 3240 Illustration and Visual Narrative  3 credits 
  ART 3250/1 Independent Studies in Design  1, 2 or 3 credits 
  ART 3310 Drawing III     3 credits 
  ART 3320  Figure Studies    3 credits 
  ART 3410 Painting II     3 credits 
  ART 3420 Painting III     3 credits 
  ART 3421 Painting IV     3 credits 
  ART 3430 Independent Studies in Painting 1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3431  Independent Studies in Painting 1, 2, or 3 credits 

ART 3510  Clay on the Wheel    3 credits 
  ART 3511 Intermediate Hand-building  3 credits 
  ART 3540 Intermediate Wheel-Throwing  3 credits 

ART 3520  Advanced Clay Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3521  Advanced Clay Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3530/1  Independent Studies in Clay  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3610 Weaving I     3 credits 
  ART 3611 Weaving II     3 credits 

ART 3620 Surface Design I    3 credits 
  ART 3621 Surface Design II    3 credits 
  ART 3630/1 Independent Studies in Fibers  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3640 3D Structures in Fibers I   3 credits 
  ART 3641 3D Structures in Fibers II   3 credits 
  ART 3650 Fiber Art Studio I    3 credits 
  ART 3651 Fiber Art Studio II    3 credits 
  ART 3710 Intermediate Glass Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3711 Intermediate Glass Studio  3 credits 
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  ART 3720 Advanced Glass Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3730 Independent Studies in Glass  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3740 Warm Glass Studio    3 credits 
  ART 3750 Production Processes in Glass  3 credits 
  ART 3810  Metals studio-Metalsmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3811 Metals studio-Metalsmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3820 Metals studio-Blacksmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3821 Metals studio-Blacksmithing  3 credits 
  ART 3830 Independent Studies in Metals  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3910 Intermediate Wood Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3911 Intermediate Wood Studio  3 credits 
  ART 3920  Advanced Wood Studio   3 credits 
  ART 3921 Advanced Wood Studio   3 credits 

ART 3930 Independ. Studies in Woodworking 1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 3940 Woodturning    3 credits 
  ART 4240  Special Problems in Design   3 credits 
  ART 4310 Independent Studies in Drawing 1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4640  Special Problems in Fibers  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4740 Special Problems in Glass  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 4840 Special Problems in Metals  1, 2, or 3 credits 

ART 4940 Special Problems in Wood  1, 2, or 3 credits 
  ART 2000 Art History Survey I    3 credits 
  ART 2020 Art History Survey II    3 credits 
  ART 3130 Art Since 1900    3 credits 
  ART 3150 History of Crafts    3 credits 
  ART 3170 History of Design    3 credits 
  ART 3180 History of Prints    3 credits 
  ART 3190 Medieval Art History  3 credits 
  ART 4040 Art Criticism and Understanding 

Aesthetics     3 credits 
  ART 4100 Art Tour     3 credits 
   
 
New Courses Needed: 
Art 4000:  Capstone Experience.  3 credits 
Tennessee Tech University requires a capstone experience for all of its 
Baccalaureate degrees.  The Senior Thesis process that is established and that is 
currently being implemented for TTU BFA students in the clay, fibers, glass, metals, 
painting, dual-studio, and wood concentrations will not be required of Bachelor 
of Science in Studio Arts students.  Due to the generalized focus of the liberal arts 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree, expectations of the BFA Senior Thesis 
experience are too specialized for the Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree 
requirements as defined by NASAD standards.  Instead, all Bachelor of Science in 
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Studio Arts graduating seniors will satisfy the university required capstone 
experience by successfully completing the new Capstone Experience course: ART 
4000, in which the primary experience will involve mounting a group exhibition of 
their artworks.   
 
Art 4000 Senior Capstone Experience Course description: 
The senior capstone is intended to verify the student’s ability to conceive, plan 
and execute a small body of work appropriate to the liberal arts degree. The 
senior capstone group exhibition body of work should represent a cohesive, 
aesthetically unified, group of works fulfilling the senior capstone project. In some 
cases, works completed before the capstone semester may be included in the 
group exhibition, subject to approval of the faculty. The student will be required 
explain and defend the conceptual framework and process of the senior 
capstone work. 
 
Distance Learning: 
While there are no distance learning courses required for the proposed degree 
program, students may opt to complete non-art course requirements via distance 
learning.  At this time, the only School of Art, Craft & Design course offered via 
distance learning is a General Education Humanities course, Art 1035:  
Introduction to Art, 3 credits. 
 
Course Syllabi 
All current School of Art, Craft & Design course syllabi are included in appendix 7, 
including the new required course, Art 4000, Capstone Experience. 
 
Academic Standards: 
 
Admission Standards: 
The admission policies and practices of the University are intended to assist 
students of varied backgrounds including but not limited to race, religion, color, 
creed, sex, and disabling conditions to gain admission to the University. The 
University actively seeks students of diversity due to a lack of critical mass of these 
unrepresented groups and encourages them to apply for admission and to 
inquire about programs. The admission standards are designed to assure 
students the best possibility of success at the University. 
 
Admission to Freshmen Standing 

An applicant who has not enrolled in college courses following high school 
graduation or receiving a high school equivalent (HSE) diploma, GED/HiSET may 
be considered for admission as an undergraduate freshman. To gain admission 
to the University as a freshman student, one must meet the following requirements: 
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Graduates of public and non-public (including private schools, home schools, 
and church-related schools) high schools must provide an official high school 
transcript showing credits earned and date of graduation. Provisional admissions 
on academic merit through the sixth or seventh semester can be made; however, 
a final high school transcript showing graduation date and satisfactory grades 
must be received by the Office of Admissions before full admission can be 
granted. 
 
The University upholds the requirements and recommendations of the State of 
Tennessee for Tennessee non-public schools:  
 www.state.tn.us/education/schools/non_public_schools.shtml. Out-of-state, 
online, and international schools are subject to a case-by-case evaluation to 
uphold a similar standard. Applicants who cannot provide a satisfactory 
secondary school credential may substitute acceptable scores on the GED or 
HiSET examination. 
 
High School Curriculum Requirements: Students graduating from high school must 
complete a distribution of college preparatory courses. The required courses in 
the Tennessee High School Diploma provide an example of such courses (see TBR 
Admissions Policy 2:03:00:00 Section II.B.1.a,(4)). 

Admission requirements for new freshman applicants must have a 2.5 high school 
GPA and a 17 ACT Composite score (or a 930 SAT Critical Reading and Math 
score).  Additionally, new freshman applicants must score at least a 15 on each 
subscore of the ACT (440 SAT ERW and 400 SAT Math). Students with a final 3.0 
high school GPA or higher will be admitted regardless of test scores, but test scores 
may still be required for course placement purposes. 

Students that are over 21 years of age are exempted from the ACT/SAT 
requirement but must meet the required score on a course placement exam such 
as the ACCUPLACER. 

Students who do not meet the above requirements will be reviewed by the Holistic 
Review Committee and a more individual review will be used to evaluate the 
application for admission. Students volunteering information regarding a 
handicapping condition will be assessed on an individual basis. 

Admission to the College of Engineering also requires a high school GPA of 3.00, 
an ACT composite score of 20, and an ACT mathematics score of 22. Admission 
to the mathematics major also requires an ACT mathematics score of 21.  

Applicants whose native language is not English may be required to take a 
placement test or submit test scores for the purpose of validating previous English 
study and/or placement in English courses, including English composition and 
English as a Second Language. 
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Applicants for admission to freshman standing who have been enrolled at 
another college or university must submit official transcripts from each institution 
attended. 

Admission by Examination 

Applicants who have not graduated from high school but whose corresponding 
high school class has graduated must submit an official transcript of the General 
Educational Development (GED) or HiSET Test. A minimum of a 162 GED (525+ 
2002-2013 or 52+ pre-2002) or 13 HiSET score is required for admission.  An ACT 
score is also required of (1) all applicants who are under 21 years of age or (2) all 
applicants regardless of age, who are seeking majors in engineering, nursing, or 
pre-professional programs. All GED/HiSET students must also take the 
ACCUPLACER exam unless ACT/SAT scores are less than three years old.  
Admission as a Transfer Student 

An applicant who has begun college elsewhere following high school graduation 
or the awarding of a high school equivalent diploma (GED or HiSET) is a transfer 
student. If the student has completed less than twenty-four transferable semester 
hours of degree credit (college-level courses), the applicant will be evaluated 
using the admission requirements for freshmen applicants. 

1. Transfer applicants must meet the following academic standards based on 
all of their previous college-level coursework at all institutions. (1) Must have 
a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0; (2) Must have at least a 2.0 in their last 
full-time semester (or last 12 hours for part-time students). 

2. Transfer applicants having graduated from a Tennessee Board of Regents 
community college with an A.A. or A.S. degree in a university-parallel 
program will usually be eligible for admission. 

3. An applicant under disciplinary suspension or probation will not be 
considered for admission until a satisfactory statement has been furnished 
by the former college. 

4. Students who do not meet the above requirements will be reviewed by the 
Holistic Review Committee. Students volunteering information regarding a 
handicapping condition will be assessed on an individual basis. 

5. Applicants whose native language is not English will be required to take a 
placement test or submit test scores for the purpose of validating previous 
English study and/or placement in English courses, including English 
composition and English as a Second Language. 

 
Readmission of Former Students 
 
Readmission A former student of the University must file an application for re-
admission. The application may be obtained  www.tntech.edu/applyonline and 
should be filed no later than thirty (30) days prior to the first day of class to be 
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considered for the semester in which he or she wishes to enroll.  No application 
fee is required. 

A former student who has been suspended two or more times or dismissed must 
submit a Request for Readmission After Suspension in addition to the application 
for re-admission no later than 10 days for domestic students and six weeks for 
international students prior to the beginning of the semester in which he or she 
wishes to enroll. Admission decisions for suspended or dismissed students are 
determined by the Admissions Review Committee.  

Students should contact the Office of Residential Life concerning on-campus 
housing requirements (See Residential Life). 
 
Readmission After Suspension. A student suspended for the first time will be 
accepted for readmission after one full fall or spring semester away from all 
institutions of higher education. The student must apply for readmission 
at www.tntech.edu/applyonline/. Readmission to the institution is subject to 
satisfactory performance at previous institutions if the student chooses to enroll at 
another institution while away from the University. A student applying for 
readmission after a second or third suspension should follow the procedure listed 
below AFTER being away from the University for one calendar year for a second 
suspension and two calendar years for a third suspension. An exception to this 
required leave may be made for the student who completes an Associate of Arts 
or Associate of Science degree in a university parallel curriculum at a community 
college in the interim. 
 

1. Student must submit the “Readmission after Suspension” form at least ten 
days prior to the beginning of the semester. International students need to 
apply six weeks before the beginning of the semester. 

2. Student must provide any supporting documents or current academic 
transcripts to accompany the readmission application. 

3. Student may personally explain to the Dean (or his/her designee) of his/her 
college the reasons for seeking readmission. 

4. The readmission application and dean’s/designee’s recommendation will 
be considered by the University Admissions and Credits Committee. 

5. Student will be notified by mail or email from the Office of Admissions about 
the status of the readmission application and the terms of readmission, if 
granted. 
 

Appeal. A student may appeal part or all of his/her required leave from the 
University by completing the “Readmission after Suspension” application process 
at least ten days (or six weeks for international students) prior to the desired term 
of enrollment. During the appeal process, most of the suspensions are upheld with 
exceptions being made only when rare extenuating circumstances exist. The 
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Admissions and Credits Committee will usually require the student to wait one 
semester before he or she can be readmitted. 
 
Admission as a Special Undergraduate Student 
 
A Special Undergraduate student is not a candidate for a degree; however, this 
classification allows one to register for undergraduate courses, obtain grades, 
and have these grades recorded on an official University transcript. This 
classification includes students who have and have not yet received a bachelor’s 
degree. Applicants who are not currently in good standing at the last college 
attended cannot be admitted as a Special Undergraduate student. Admission as 
a Special Undergraduate student may be granted a person if it appears that he 
or she may successfully engage in college work and that enrollment will be 
beneficial to the person and to the University. 
 
Admission as a Special Undergraduate Student does not guarantee enrollment in 
any course. After gaining admission, the student is subject to normal procedures 
for registering for courses. Application for admission to this classification should be 
filed at least thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the semester in which 
enrollment is desired. All fees are the same as for regular students. 
All individuals wishing to be admitted in this classification are required to submit 
an application for admission (available online at www.tntech.edu/applyonline) 
and select “Non-Degree Seeking/Special” as a major and indicate “Special” 
status. The ACCUPLACER assessment is required for students enrolling in English or 
mathematics courses. Special students are not eligible for federal and state 
financial aid. 

Tennessee Technological University expects all students to strive for the highest 
academic achievement of which they are capable. Knowing that grades, once 
obtained, become a permanent record, the University is desirous that grades truly 
represent student accomplishment. A quality point average (QPA) of 2.00 is 
required to be eligible for the baccalaureate degree. This means that a 2.00 QPA 
is required over all college work taken, for all courses taken at Tennessee Tech, 
and for all courses taken in the major field. 

It is the intention of the University to give the student ample opportunity to 
demonstrate satisfactory work. To achieve this purpose, a graduated retention 
standard scale has been adopted. A student who desires to raise his or her quality 
point average is encouraged to repeat courses in which he or she has 
unsatisfactory grades, to consider a reduced load, and to evaluate the choice 
of major. 

Warning. Students who fail to satisfy the minimum semester QPA standard as given 
in (column 2, Retention Table) will be placed on academic warning. Students who 
have been issued an academic warning and who fail to meet the minimum 
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semester QPA standard (column 2, Retention Table) the next semester enrolled 
will be placed on academic probation. In cases where, concurrently, the 
semester QPA would indicate academic warning and the cumulative QPA would 
dictate academic probation, the student will be placed on probation. 
 
Probation. Students who fail to maintain the cumulative or current quality point 
average required for unconditioned retention are placed on probation. This 
indicates that the quality of work performed is not satisfactory and the student is 
in danger of suspension unless his/her achievement shows the required 
improvement. 

A student on probation must not enroll in more than sixteen hours and must 
remove the probation status the next enrolled semester by exceeding the 
requirements of the Academic Retention Table. A student on probation that 
meets the semester average requirement but does not equal the cumulative 
requirement of the Academic Retention Table will continue on probation. 

Suspension. Any student who has been placed on probation and who fails to 
meet both the required cumulative QPA standard (column 1, Retention Table) 
and semester QPA standard (column 2, Retention Table) the next semester 
enrolled will be suspended for a minimum of one semester. The summer term may 
not be counted as the term of suspension. The only exception to the previous 
statement is that a student placed on probation and who earns a semester QPA 
of at least 2.0 (or required minimum semester QPA) the next term enrolled, but 
who does not raise his/her QPA to the required cumulative QPA standard (column 
1), will remain on probation. A student on probation who receives grades of only 
“S” and/or “W” will incur academic suspension, due to the fact that his/her QPA 
did not meet the semester QPA standard (column 2, Retention Table).  A student 
suspended for a second time must remain out of school for one calendar year. If 
a student is suspended a third time, the student will be denied enrollment in the 
University for a period of two calendar years. The student may wish to enroll at a 
community college during that time. If a student remains out of school for four 
years, the student is eligible to apply for “Academic Fresh Start,” which allows the 
student to begin a brand-new academic career. 
 
Retention Table (Effective Fall 2010) 
Cumulative Quality 
Hours Attempted Minus 
First Repeats 

Required Minimum 
Cumulative Quality Point 
Average (Column 1) 

Required Minimum 
Semester Quality Point 
Average (Column 2) 

0.0 - 29.09 1.50 1.50 
29.10 - 50.09 1.75 1.75 
50.10 - and above 2.00 2.00 
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Readmission After Suspension. A student suspended for the first time will be 
accepted for readmission after one full fall or spring semester away from all 
institutions of higher education. The student must apply for readmission 
at www.tntech.edu/applyonline/. Readmission to the institution is subject to 
satisfactory performance at previous institutions if the student chooses to enroll at 
another institution while away from the University. A student applying for 
readmission after a second or third suspension should follow the procedure listed 
below AFTER being away from the University for one calendar year for a second 
suspension and two calendar years for a third suspension. An exception to this 
required leave may be made for the student who completes an Associate of Arts 
or Associate of Science degree in a university parallel curriculum at a community 
college in the interim. 

1. Student must submit the “Readmission after Suspension” form at least ten 
days prior to the beginning of the semester. International students need to 
apply six weeks before the beginning of the semester. 

2. Student must provide any supporting documents or current academic 
transcripts to accompany the readmission application. 

3. Student may personally explain to the Dean (or his/her designee) of his/her 
college the reasons for seeking readmission. 

4. The readmission application and dean’s/designee’s recommendation will 
be considered by the University Admissions and Credits Committee. 

5. Student will be notified by mail or email from the Office of Admissions about 
the status of the readmission application and the terms of readmission, if 
granted. 
 

Appeal. A student may appeal part or all of his/her required leave from the 
University by completing the “Readmission after Suspension” application process 
at least ten days (or six weeks for international students) prior to the desired term 
of enrollment. During the appeal process, most of the suspensions are upheld with 
exceptions being made only when rare extenuating circumstances exist. The 
Admissions and Credits Committee will usually require the student to wait one 
semester before he or she can be readmitted. 
 
In addition to TN Tech University standards, the School of Art, Craft & Design 
meets the standards for accreditation set by the National Association of Schools 
of Art and Design (NASAD). 
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design requires that all students pass all art content 
courses with a grade of “C” or better in order to count towards graduation 
completion.  The Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree will culminate in a 
group exhibition as part of the required Art Capstone Course, Art 4000.  
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Equity 
Providing educational opportunities to all eligible persons without regard to age, 
gender, ethnicity, race, religion, national origin, disability, or sexual orientation, TN 
Tech University is committed to an inclusive and diverse campus that enriches 
educational experiences, promotes personal growth and a healthy society, 
prepares students for success in a global economy and enhances America’s 
economic competitiveness.  In addition, the campus office of Affirmative Action 
specifically monitors all job postings, i.e. faculty position, for adherence to federal 
diversity standards.  
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design believes that the new Bachelor of Science in 
Studio Arts degree program will attract a more diverse student population. 
Because of the degree’s curricular flexibility, it will better accommodate 
community college transfer students who, historically, display more diversity than 
the student population of traditional four-year colleges.  The SAC&D has recently 
established Tennessee Transfer Pathways for our BFA program, which will also 
transfer seamlessly into the proposed BS degree program to better serve the 
community college transfer population.  Additionally, the School of Art, Craft & 
Design is currently engaged in establishing diversity, equity and inclusivity-based 
scholarships for these prospective and our current majors.   
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design has recently awarded two scholarships to 
students who self-identify as being from an under-represented group for the 2022-
2023 academic school year.  And, it is the faculty’s desire to continue to support 
diversity initiatives in this way in subsequent years.  Additionally, the SAC&D 
Director has forged relationships with TN Tech’s Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs to 
communicate the School’s readiness to assist students and offer modest financial 
support to students for course materials, if/when needed and within the SAC&D’s 
means and ability.  Furthermore, the SAC&D Director has completed TN Tech’s 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity certificate program and they currently serve as a 
TN Tech Diversity Champion.  As a Diversity Champion, they are in the preliminary 
stages of forming a College of Fine Arts Diversity Committee who will be charged 
with developing and implementing strategies for growing enrollment of students 
from underserved populations, along with establishing systems and programs to 
provide them with support throughout their academic program to increase 
retention and graduation rates.  Moreover, the SAC&D’s satellite campus, the 
Appalachian Center for Craft, is partnering with the non-profit, Crafting the 
Future, an organization dedicated to growing and fostering diversity in the craft 
field, by hosting a group of 20+ students and 10 instructors from under-represented 
groups in a week-long residency program in summer 2022.  It is the SAC&D’s desire 
that through these collective efforts, we can serve a more diverse group of 
students.  And, because of the curricular flexibility and ease of college transfer, 
the proposed Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts should work to increase 
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enrollment of all types of students, including those from under-represented groups 
and the systems and activities previously described should work collectively to 
provide mechanisms for increased enrollment and retention.  Lastly, the 
demographics of the Upper Cumberland are becoming increasingly diverse, as 
such, it is expected that our student population in both the Bachelor of Science 
in Studio Arts and the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree programs will see an increase 
of students from diverse populations.  As these numbers increase, the School of 
Art, Craft & Design will want to consider increasing its scholarship options to this 
population of students.  For prospective student recruitment, the TTU Office of 
Communications and Marketing will approve all print and digital marketing 
content for the MSEM to ensure that it reflects TTU’s commitment to diversity and 
inclusion.   
 
Program Enrollment and Graduates   
The School of Art, Craft & Design is optimistic that the new Bachelor of Science in 
Studio Arts will well serve transfer, veteran, non-traditional and current students, 
who desire greater curricular flexibility, broader content, and training for careers 
that do not fit the model of a full-time studio art practitioner.  The SAC&D has 
recently established Tennessee Transfer Pathways for our BFA program and which 
also seamlessly transfer into the BS degree program, which should have positive 
impact on enrollment in the program.  The following table outline projected 
annual, unduplicated full and part-time enrollments and number of graduates for 
the first five years of the program: 
 
Table 13: Projected enrollment and graduates 

Year Total Year 
Enrollment 

Student 
Attrition 

Graduates 

1 7 2 0 
2 9 2 4 
3 12 3 7 
4 15 3 9 
5 20 4 12 

 
These projections are based on the comparison of enrollment data provided from 
regional peer institutions with Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts programs 
combined with the expressed interest of our current student body in our Bachelor 
of Fine Arts programs.  Based on feedback received from the external site 
reviewer, Prof. Zimany of Clemson University, it is possible that these estimates are 
conservative, however, if so, we have the resources to support modest increase 
of these projections.   It is natural for attrition to occur due to any number of 
reasons and circumstances.  We find that most attrition occurs in the freshman 
year; therefore, although total year enrollment increases each year of the 
program, we anticipate modest but consistent growth of the freshman class in 
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years 1-5 while the program becomes more visible in the region, which we predict 
resulting in fairly consistent attrition rates across those years.    
 

Administrative structure: 
There will be no changes in administrative structure.  Prof. Kimberly Winkle, Director 
of the School of Art, Craft & Design, will serve as the administrative director of the 
proposed program. Current administrative support staff will serve the program, as 
well, as detailed below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAC&D Administrative Associate – Provides administrative support to the School, 
including bookkeeping, secure storage of personnel files, issuance of student 
enrollment permits, course scheduling input, ordering/organization of office 
supplies, ordering of classroom/studio supplies, TN Tech faculty credit card 
monthly reconciling, initiation of contracts and payment for adjunct faculty 
and/or visiting artist, preparing sophomore assessment forms, submission of work 
orders for any facility needs and support for NASAD annual HEADS report.  This 
position will continue to provide these services in support of the new proposed 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts along with the existing Bachelor of Fine Arts 
program.  It is likely that the position will encounter increased activity in enrollment 
permits and adjunct faculty contracts as a result of projected increased 
enrollment in the overall SAC&D.   
 
Faculty Resources 
Our current full-time and adjunct faculty pool will support the art content for the 
new degree program curriculum, which is common between our existing 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree and the proposed Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts.  
No additional faculty nor professional development is needed to implement the 
new degree program.  The School of Art, Craft & Design is currently comprised of, 
2 Professors, 3 Associate Professors, 7 Assistant Professors, and 7 adjunct faculty 
members.  The Senior Capstone course is the only course that is not currently 
being taught at this time. 
 
 
 

College of Fine Arts 
Dean 

School of Art, Craft & Design 
Director 

Existing BFA 
Program 

Proposed BS 
Program 
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 Table 14: Current Faculty 
Current 
Faculty 

Year 
Hired 

Rank Tenure 
status 

Degree Pre-K-12 
teaching 

Current area 
of teaching 

New prgrm 
responsibility 

Blair, Jeremy 2017 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure-
track 

PhD, Art Education, 
Univ. N. Texas, BS Art 
Ed. 

4 years Art Education Art Electives 

Butler, Kelly 2021 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure- 
Track 

PhD, Art History, Arizona 
State University, MA & 
BA Art History, Univ. N. 
Texas 

None Art History Art History 

Brock, Curtiss 1994 Professor Tenured MFA Sculpture, Univ. of 
Illinois, BFA Glass, 
Goddard College 

None Glass Art Electives 
Senior 
Capstone 

Evelyn, Anne 2021 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure- 
track 

MFA Woodworking & 
Furniture Design, Rhode 
Island School of Design 
BFA, Woodworking and 
Furniture Design, Rhode 
Island School of Design 

None Woodworking, 
Technical 
Drawing 

Art Electives 
Senior 
Capstone 

Field, 
Joshua 

2020 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure- 
track 

MFA Painting, Univ. of 
Massachusetts at 
Amherst.  BFA 
Sculpture, Maryland 
Institute College of Art 

None Art 
Foundations: 
Drawing, 2D 
Design, Intro 
to Art 

Foundations 
Primary 

Gallop, David 2013 Associate 
Professor 

Tenured MFA Graphic Design, 
Louisiana State Univ., 
BFA Graphic Design, 
Univ. of S. Alabama 

None Design (Digital 
Media) 

Studio Art 
Electives 

        
Johnson, 
Perry 

2015 Associate 
Professor 

Tenured MFA, Painting and 
Printmaking, East TN 
State Univ., BFA 
printmaking, Virginia 
Intermot College 

None Painting, 
Printmaking, 
Drawing 

Studio Art 
Electives 
Senior 
Capstone 

Randall, 
Daniel 

2015 Associate 
Professor 

Tenured MFA, Metals, Southern 
Illinois Univ., BFA Metals, 
Rochester Inst. of Tech. 

None Metalsmithing, 
Blacksmithing, 
CAD 

Studio Art 
Electives,  
Foundations, 
Senior 
Capstone 

Sisk, 
Christopher 

2020 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure- 
Track 

MFA, Design/Visual 
Commun., Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University, BA Art and 
Asian Studies Furman 
University 

None Design (Digital 
Media) 

Studio Art 
Electives 

Wilson, 
Jessica 

2018 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure-
track 

MFA Ceramics, Rhode 
Island School of Design, 
BFA University of the 
Arts 

None Ceramics Studio Art 
Electives 

Winkle, 
Kimberly 

2006 Associate 
Professor 

Tenured MFA Furniture Design, 
San Diego State Univ., 
BFA Ceramics, Univ. of 
Oklahoma 

None Drawing, 
Professional 
Practices, Art 
Foundations 

Art 
Foundations 
and Studio 
Art Electives 

Wood, Rena 2018 Assistant 
Professor 

Tenure 
track 

MFA Fibers, Virginia 
Commonwealth Univ., 
BFA Fibers, Kansas City 
Arts Institute 

None Fibers, 
Weaving, 
Surface 
Design 

Studio Art 
Electives 

        
Adjunct 
Faculty 

       

Blouin-
Michelleto,  
Stephan 

2019 Instructor NA MFA, woodworking, 
East Carolina University, 
BFA, woodworking, TN 
Tech University 

None Intro to Art Humanities 
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Crescuillo, 
Jennifer 

2014 Instructor NA MFA, Glass, Southern 
Illinois State, BFA, 
Bowling Green State 

None Intro to Art 
(Humanities) 

Gen. Ed. 
Humanities 
Adjunct 

Davey, Sarah 2021 Instructor NA MFA, ceramics, Univ. of 
Florida. BFA, sculpture, 
Alfred University 

None Ceramics, 
Foundations 

Foundations 
Art Electives 

Dotson, Kevin 2020 Instructor NA MFA, metals, Southern 
Illinois State, BFA 
metals, Florida State 
University 

None Metalworking, 
Foundations 

Art Electives 
Foundations 

Mabry, 
Ian 

2020 Instructor NA MFA, ceramics, 
University of North 
Dakota, BFA, ceramics, 
TN Tech University 

None Ceramics, 
Foundations,  
Intro to Art 

Art Electives 
Foundations 

Lewis, 
Meredith 

2015 Instructor NA MFA, Ceramics, 
Washington State Univ. 
BFA, Ceramics, Tenn. 
Tech. Univ. 

None Ceramics, Art 
Foundations I 
(2D), Intro to 
Digital 
Imaging, Intro 
to Art 
(Humanities) 

Foundations  
Humanities 
Art Electives 

McKinsey, 
Sally Ann 

2020 Instructor NA MFA, Studio Art, Univ. 
of North Carolina, BA in 
Art, Furman Univ. 

None Foundations, 
Intro to Art 

Foundations 
Art Electives 
Humanities 

Smith, 
Rebecca 

2020 Instructor NA MFA, fibers, Cranbrook 
Academy, BFA 
Maryland Institute 
College of Art 

None Foundations, 
Intro to Art  

Foundations 
Adjunct 

 
Faculty Vitae 
See Appendix 8 for individual faculty member’s curriculum vitae. 
 
Anticipated Faculty 
We currently do not anticipate needing additional faculty during the first five 
years of the program.  If we encounter significant growth of the program, we will 
potentially need an additional Art Foundations faculty member in years 6 or 7.  
 
Library and Information Technology Resources 
The existing library resources available are more than sufficient to support the 
Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts degree program from inception onward; no 
additional materials are needed to meet accreditation standards nor to support 
the degree proposal. 
 
Library resources at TTU’s Volpe Library are extensive with 105,000 usable square 
feet and an infrastructure of equipment and automated systems costing $9.1 
million. Volpe library houses 353,000 books, 27,000 electronic books and more 
than 1.5 million microforms. In addition, the library subscribes to more than 3,050 
magazines, journals, and both print and electronic newspapers. The library also 
serves as a storehouse for U.S. Government publications, including more than 
179,000 bound volumes and 55,000 maps with an extensive collection of historic 
materials specific to the surrounding Upper Cumberland region.  
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Table 15: Library Resources 
Library and Learning Resources Quantity 
Number of Art, Craft & Design book holdings 13,483 
Number of Art, Craft & Design video holdings 323 

 
The TTU library book and media acquisition process is driven by faculty requests. 
The School of Art, Craft & Design does not receive a library acquisition budget, 
instead the School may send its requests to the Volpe Library, who acquires the 
requested books, media, etc.  While their overall collections budget changes over 
time, all of the School’s library requests for one-time purchase in the past 3 years 
have been fully supported.   
 
Journals 
There are currently 15 print journals in art, art education and craft. There is 
access to numerous electronic journals through online databases. 
 
The Volpe library supports the following Art, Craft and Design databases: 
Art Databases 
Art Full Text 
Art Index Retrospective 
Arts & Humanities Database 
Fine Arts and Music Collection 
Humanities Full Text 
Kanopy 
 
The Volpe library supports approximately 150 additional databases on varying 
topics and fields of study. Faculty and students also have access to numerous 
journals and resources online through multidisciplinary services such as JSTOR, 
InfoTrac, Gale Virtual Reference Library and many others. 
 
Library Art/Design Acquisition Spending Controlled by library 

 
 
 
 
 

Table: 16 Art, Craft & Design Library budget 
 
In addition to the extensive collection, the Volpe library provides a variety of 
services to support student success, including but not limited to: private study 
rooms, tutorials on creating presentations/research papers/etc., notary, 
workshops on developing good study skills, test prep and one-on-one tutoring.   
 

2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

$3,811
  

$5,502 $6,500 $3,959
  

$6034 
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Support Resources 
The degree program is supported by the following: 
 1 Director 
 1 Administrative Associate 
 12 full-time faculty 
 5-8 adjunct faculty 
 1 academic advisor 
 2 shared College of Fine Arts ITS specialists 
 6 Artists in Residence 

Studio support at the Craft Center is provided comprehensively by 
combined efforts of faculty, studio resident artists, administrative staff and 
facilities and grounds staff, which includes two electricians.  Main campus 
studio support is provided by combined efforts of faculty, student workers 
and University maintenance staff. 
 

Evidence of Willingness to Partner 
The School of Art, Craft & Design has a long history of having meaningful 
relationships with local businesses, individuals, community partners and relevant 
organizations within the Upper Cumberland.  For example, Stone Creative, a local 
design firm and many short-term partnerships through the Biz Foundry, a local 
small business incubator, TTU’s iCube and TTU’s office of Research and Economic 
Development. There is ongoing and growing support for the arts in the Upper 
Cumberland which should provide supplemental support for the proposed 
degree program.  Additionally, as our letters of support display, there is institutional 
interest of different departments and support of the program at TN Tech, including 
but not limited to:  Department of Computer Science, Department of Mechanical 
Engineering and Department of Chemical Engineering.   
 
Other support currently available 
The Appalachian Center for Craft, a satellite campus of TTU and part of the School 
of Art, Craft & Design has staff members who could offer administrative support, 
if needed. And, through the Craft Center’s vigorous outreach programs, they 
could provide educational, non-curricular experience that could assist students 
by providing relevant professional experience. And, the University has significant 
resources to employ based on individual student interests and needs; these 
resources are both non-curricular and curricular, such as Career Services.   
 
Other Support Needed 
No additional support staff nor faculty is needed in the immediate future.  As the 
degree program grows, it is possible that second Art Foundations faculty 
member might be needed in year 6 or 7.   
 
It is desired that the College of Fine Arts advisor continue to engage in professional 
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development related to the art curriculum and to growing more accessible 
communication skills to better serve students in the School of Art, Craft & Design.  
This has been an ongoing concern and issue cited by students and noted in the 
external reviewer’s report. The SAC&D Director has reported the advising 
problems to the College of Fine Arts advisor’s supervisor, the Director of the School 
of Music, since early spring 2021and the advisor has recently engaged in 
additional training.  While there have been modest advising improvements, with 
increased enrollment in the number of Art majors, it would be ideal if the School 
of Art, Craft & Design were able to have their own dedicated academic advisor 
for its majors.  At this time, it is unknown how and if resources can be allocated to 
support a dedicated SAC&D advisor.   At current, the SAC&D comprises 2/3 of the 
total College of Fine Arts (COFA) majors and its students need and rely on a 
competent, friendly and accessible advisor.  In the interim, the SAC&D Director 
has had to engage in advising resources found elsewhere in the university and 
the SAC&D Director has continued to report advising and communication 
concerns to the COFA advisor's supervisor.  The SAC&D is hopeful that these multi-
pronged improvement plan approaches will yield improved advising 
performance. 
 
Facilities and Equipment 
Existing Facilities and Equipment 
The School of Art, Craft & Design currently has use of approximately 55,000 sq. ft. 
of space, lecture and library space at our satellite campus, the Appalachian 
Center for Craft.  There, we have spacious and well-equipped studios in: 
glassblowing, blacksmithing, jewelry making, ceramics, surface design (fibers), 
weaving, woodworking, foundations, computer lab, library, mini-maker space, 
critique spaces and lecture hall.  Each studio is well equipped with industry 
standard equipment and furnishings to meet the curricular, safety and physical 
needs of each studio concentration area.  Our existing facilities and equipment 
will fully support the proposed program. 
 
On the main campus, the School of Art, Craft & Design currently houses the 
painting program in Rooms 248 and 251 of Bryan Fine Arts Building, comprised of 
a 3000 sq. ft. classroom, an adjoining 335 sq. ft. tool/equipment room for building 
stretchers, and a 179 sq.ft. faculty studio/office. Also, in Bryan Fine Arts are two 
classrooms of approximately 3000 sq. ft. each in which Art History courses are 
conducted.  These classrooms are equipped with multi-media capacity including: 
WiFi, teaching stations equipped with Mac computers, Elmo digital overhead 
projector, video and sound.  The School of Art, Craft & Design has 6800 sq. feet 
facility in Foundation Hall, which houses our 2000 sq.ft. drawing studio, 2220 sq. ft. 
art education classroom, 1000 sq. ft. Foundations Studio I classroom, and 1500 sq. 
ft. digital design studio.  The design studio is a twenty- station iMac classroom with 
Abobe Creative Suite software, graphics tablets, scanners, and mid-format and 
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large-format printers.  The School of Art, Craft & Design also maintains a 12-seat 
Mac computer classroom with a teaching station and digital projection at the 
Appalachian Center for Craft.  This classroom has three flatbed scanners and 
medium format printing capability, and Adobe Creative Suite software, plus Rhino 
3D, and specialized software for weaving design and glaze calculation.  
 
The School of Art, Craft & Design has two areas supplied with background paper 
stands, tripod, digital SLR camera and lighting equipment for student use; one is 
housed at the Craft Center and one on the main campus in the painting studio.  
 
The Volpe Library provides student access to a video production “mini studio,” 
and check out of digital and video cameras, tripods, audio recorders, projectors, 
laptops and other items.  In addition, the Craft Center operates a “branch” of the 
Volpe Library on their campus, whose collection is centered on craft: theory, 
production, history. 
 
The College of Fine Arts has access to two full-time ITS specialists who serve the 
faculty and staff in the College; their service is augmented by university ITS student 
workers and apprentices.  They assist the School of Art, Craft & Design and its 
satellite campus, in maintaining our digital labs, digital teaching station, projector, 
WiFi capability and faculty/staff office computers.  
 
 
Additional Facilities and Equipment Required or Anticipated 
No additional support staff, facilities or equipment is required nor anticipated for 
years 1-5 of this degree proposal.  If the degree program encounters substantial 
growth, additional art foundations faculty may be required in years 6 or 7.   
 
Marketing and Recruitment Plan 
The marketing and recruitment plan for the proposed program is comprehensive. 
Program announcements will be made using various means including direct 
mailing and email to regional community colleges and state and regional high 
schools. In addition, we seek to promote the degree offering to populations to 
whom we’ve not directly marketed, including but not limited to, veterans, trade 
schools and community art centers.  Through these marketing efforts, we are 
optimistic that it will increase enrollment and attract a more diverse student 
population.  The SAC&D will also promote the new degree program via social 
media and on-line to further extend our marketing reach.  Additionally, the 
SAC&D is currently engaged in establishing scholarship opportunities to increase 
access and to attract a more diverse student population.  The SAC&D has 
recently established Tennessee Transfer Pathways for our BFA program which will 
also seamlessly work for the proposed BS in studio arts degree; it is expected for 
these measures to benefit enrollment in the proposed program.  
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Assessment and Evaluation 
The BS in Studio Arts curriculum has been designed to provide a framework for a 
sequence of classes the builds the competencies and breadth appropriate to a 
BS degree.  The program has been designed to meet the learning outcomes and 
objectives to maintain accreditation requirements for both NASAD and 
SACSCOC.  Upon program final approval by THEC and TN Tech, the degree will 
be submitted to NASAD for accreditation approval.  As part of the standard 
assessment and evaluative processes of NASAD, the SAC&D will submit a plan for 
final approval after we have 3 graduates of the program.   This process ensures 
compliance to and quality of the degree plan that NASAD previously approved 
(pending approval as of 04.09.22).  Additionally, every NASAD accredited 
institution is required to engage in a rigorous re-accreditation process every 5 or 
10 years depending on performance in the previous re-accreditation process.  
These processes provide opportunity for meaningful evaluation and assessment 
of the proposed program, Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts.  
 
NASAD Standard:   
The curricular structure for the BS in Studio Arts is based upon NASAD standards 
(IV.C.4.a.b. of NASAD Handbook) and guidelines (VII.C.2. of NASAD Handbook) 
pertaining to time requirements, credit hours, range of content and 
competencies appropriate to liberal arts degree in studio art.   The degree focus 
is breadth of general studies in the arts and humanities, the natural and physical 
science and the social sciences; thus, breadth of experience and understanding 
rather than professional specialization.   
 
General Studies   
The Tennessee Board of Regents prescribes the general education component 
for all TTU undergraduate programs. Since the general education core is common 
to every TTU major; the skills students gain in written expression and the critical 
thinking core contribute to an awareness of common ground between artistic, 
scientific, and humanistic endeavor and a broadened world view. Studies in 
natural sciences provide a wealth of visual experiences and visual concepts of 
form, and some craft media involve technical processes for which studies in 
chemistry, geology and math provide direct underpinning. Principles of sociology, 
anthropology, psychology, literature, philosophy and other social science and 
humanities areas provide valuable grounding for critical theories in art and art 
history. Conversely, the art history requirements expand the range of historical and 
humanistic comprehension of art majors. Students who graduate from these 
curricula possess a well-rounded collegiate education, with a breadth of 
knowledge gained from the general education core and a breadth of studies in 
the visual arts.  
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Assessment is conducted through verified successful completion of the required 
41 hours of General Studies as witnessed through student final semester grades.  
These courses provide students with the following required competencies: 

a. The ability to think, speak, and write clearly and effectively, and to     
communicate with precision, cogency and rhetorical force.   
Successful completion of the following courses builds these 
competencies:  9 credits of Communication courses.   

b.  An informed acquaintance with the mathematical and experimental 
methods of the physical and biological sciences, and with the main 
forms of analysis the historical and quantitative techniques needed for 
investigating the workings and developments of modern society.  
Successful completion of the following courses builds these 
competencies:  8 credits of Natural Sciences, 3 credits of Mathematics.  

c. An ability to address culture and history from a variety of perspectives.  
Successful completion of the following courses builds these 
competencies:  6 credits of History and/or 9 credits of Humanities.   

d. Understanding of, and experience in thinking about moral and ethical 
problems.  Successful completion of the following courses builds these 
competencies:  6 credits of Social/Behavioral Sciences.   

e. The ability to respect, understand, and evaluate work in a variety of 
disciplines.  Successful completion of the comprehensive required 
General Education courses builds these competencies.   

f. The capacity to explain and defend views effectively and rationally.  
Successful completion of the following courses builds these 
competencies:  9 credits of Communications courses.  

g. Understanding of and experience in one or more art forms other than 
the visual arts and design.  Successful completion of the 9 credits of 
Humanities/Fine Arts courses.   

 
Essential Competencies, Experiences and Opportunities 
With the exception of one new course, all of the courses required to fulfill 
the Bachelor of Science with a major in Studio Arts degree are pre-existing 
courses in the NASAD accredited School of Art, Craft & Design BFA 
program; it provides breadth of experience and understanding rather than 
professional specialization.  Course descriptions and sequence were 
produced by the committee of art faculty to establish the curriculum for 
the Bachelor of Science with major in Studio Arts degree sequence of 
courses, compatible with School of Art, Craft & Design standards and 
compliant with NASAD standards.  

 
 

a. A developed visual sensitivity.   
TTU’s Foundations Studio I and II courses introduce a broad range of 
works of art, craft and design as examples for problem solving and as 
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subjects upon which to develop skills of critical analysis. Subsequently 
completed studio art courses will progressively build visual design, 
production skills and sensitivity by presenting increasingly complex 
design problems and exposure to different artforms and practices, both 
historical and contemporary.  Through completion of the 
comprehensive BS curriculum, which balances studio practice and art 
history, students will develop understanding of and appreciation for 
both art making and art viewing; thus, developing their overall visual 
sensitivity.   

b.  The technical skills, perceptual development, and understanding of 
principles of visual organization sufficient to achieve basic visual 
communication and expression in one or more media.  Students must 
complete a minimum of 39 credits from of a variety of studio art courses, 
which provide the structure and opportunity for students to develop the 
required skills to achieve basic visual communication and expression in 
one or more media.  Foundations Studio I and II focus on comprehension 
and application of principles of visual organization and perceptual 
development.  The remaining studio courses provide sufficient 
opportunity for continued growth of these skills alongside developing 
technical and communicative skills in a variety of media. 

c. Ability to make workable connection between concept and media.  All 
studio courses in the School of Art, Craft & Design implement formal 
critique and discussion in the course curriculum, which help students 
develop understanding of the relationship between concept and 
media.  By investigating associative, symbolic and iconic power of 
materials, students are better skilled at understanding and utilizing 
media as the vehicle and opportunity for effective communication of 
concept; this investigation is standard practice in our media specific 
studios.   

d. Some familiarity with the works and intentions of major artists/designers 
and movements of the past and the present, both in the Western and 
non-Western worlds.  Through successful completion of the Art History 
sequence, students will have become familiar with the works and 
intentions of a wide range of major artists, designers and craftspeople 
from different eras and geographical locations.  Art History I and Art 
History II focus, primarily, on Western traditions from pre-historic to 
contemporary.  However, History of Crafts and Ancient Mesoamerican 
Art include traditions not originating in the West; thus, students develop 
familiarity and understanding of a wide range of art historical 
movements and impetus.   

 
e. Students should understand the nature of contemporary thinking on art 

and design, and have gained at least a rudimentary discernment of 
quality in design projects and works of art.   

6.2

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

75



 61 

All SAC&D faculty teaching studio courses are committed to 
incorporating the discussion of historical and contemporary art/design 
precedents in day-to-day studio practice. This discussion includes the 
historical development of works within the specialization, as well as 
placement of these works within the broader context of world art and/or 
craft. Students are expected to be able to discuss the content in their 
work, and place it within the context of historical and contemporary art 
and culture. Medium-specific historical information is included in 
introductory and intermediate studio classes.  

 
In addition to meeting the learning outcomes and objectives of the General 
Education curriculum and NASAD, annual data gathering of graduation rates, 
enrollment numbers, retention numbers, exit survey, student evaluation and 
career tracking will take place to ensure the efficacy, efficiency, and quality of 
the degree program to inform any needed modifications and refinement.  All art 
courses require a grade of “C” or higher to meet degree requirements.  Data 
collection will be a shared responsibility of the SAC&D Director, administrative 
associate and faculty.  The SAC&D administrative associate will gather 
graduation rates, enrollment numbers and retention numbers from the Office 
Institutional Research.  The SAC&D Director will work with faculty teaching the 
senior capstone course to conduct exit surveys and student evaluation.  
Furthermore, the SAC&D Director will work with faculty to track career placement 
of program graduates.  As with all curricular matters, this information will be taken 
to the faculty for review and consult to strategize and implement program or 
curricular changes to increase efficacy and to ensure that the identified learning 
outcomes and accreditation standards are met.   
 
Accreditation 
The faculty is confident that the course content and curricular structures are 
thoughtfully developed to make the optimum use of our instructional resources, 
and that these resources are sufficient to effectively support our program goals. 
It is our assessment that the objectives and practices extant in our curricula are 
entirely consistent with NASAD standards for studies in the visual arts and meet the 
requirements for a Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts.  NASAD requires full 
institution approval before review of the program for accreditation. 
 
The assessment section of this document outlines the learning standards of NASAD 
and the courses in which they are measured. 
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Funding 
Due to the broad scope of the proposed Bachelor of Science in Studio Arts 
degree, no additional full-time faculty, space nor significant equipment will be 
needed in order to successfully implement the curriculum.  It is possible that one 
or two adjunct faculty in years two and three will be needed depending on 
enrollment increase and departmental needs.  As such, beyond implementing a 
new marketing and promotion program, which can be supported with a 
combination of departmental and college funds, to include the new degree, 
there are no other costs associated with the new degree.  The program will be 
supported via tuition and fees. 
 
Expenditures:  
Planning Year: 
Equipment - $1000:  Miscellaneous duplicate studio equipment to support 
increased enrollment, such as:  drawing boards, light boards, easels, chairs. 
Printing - $1000:  printing of new promotional materials to include the proposed 
degree.  Vinyl banners, postcards and departmental posters.  
Other one-time expenditures (Program review) - $3000:  External reviewer 
honorarium ($2,000), local lodging and meals for reviewers. 
 
Year 1: 
Travel - $250:  Recruitment/promotion related travel to regional high schools and 
community colleges.  Mileage at TN Tech defined rate. 
Printing - $500:  Printing of promotional materials for recruitment 
 
Year 2: 
Equipment - $2000 new laptop computer for added adjunct faculty use 
Travel - $250:  Recruitment/promotion related travel to regional high schools and 
community colleges.  Mileage at TN Tech defined rate. 
Faculty - $2100 additional adjunct faculty member  
Faculty benefits – $210 (10% of salary) FICA employers share, FICA Medicare and 
a portion of adjunct parking permits are charged to the SAC&D operating. 
Printing - $500:  Printing of promotional materials for recruitment 
Other Operating- $100: Miscellaneous office and administrative supplies to 
support program growth. 
 
Year 3: 
Equipment - $2000 new laptop computer for added adjunct faculty use 
Travel - $250:  Recruitment/promotion related travel to regional high schools and 
community colleges. Mileage at TN Tech defined rate. 
Faculty - $2100 additional adjunct faculty member  
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Faculty benefits – $210 (10% of salary) FICA employers share, FICA Medicare and 
a portion of adjunct parking permits are charged to the SAC&D operating. 
Printing - $500:  Printing of promotional materials for recruitment 
Other operating - $100: Miscellaneous office and administrative supplies to 
support program growth. 
   
Year 4: 
Travel - $250:  Recruitment/promotion related travel to regional high schools and 
community colleges. Mileage at TN Tech defined rate. 
Faculty - $4200 two additional adjunct faculty members 
Faculty benefits – $440 (10% of salary) FICA employers share, FICA Medicare and 
a portion of adjunct parking permits are charged to the SAC&D operating. 
Printing - $500:  Printing of promotional materials for recruitment 
Other operating - $150: Miscellaneous office and administrative supplies to 
support program growth. 
 
Year 5: 
Travel - $250:  Recruitment/promotion related travel to regional high schools and 
community colleges. Mileage at TN Tech defined rate. 
Faculty - $4200 two additional adjunct faculty members  
Faculty benefits – $440 (10% of salary) FICA employers share, FICA Medicare and 
a portion of adjunct parking permits are charged to the SAC&D operating. 
Printing - $500:  Printing of promotional materials for recruitment 
Other operating - $150: Miscellaneous office and administrative supplies to 
support program growth. 
 
Revenues include: *Based on in-state tuition 
-Tuition/fees (excluding housing or meal plan):  $5,261/student per semester at 
12 credit hour enrollment x 2 semesters = $10,522/year/student  
 
Students do not incur School of Art, Craft & Design specific fees.  As such, all 
tuition and fee costs should be captured in the below table. 
 
 Planning 

Year 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Expenses $5000 $750 $5160 $5160 $5540 $5540 
Tuition/fees 
(in-state) 

$0 $73,654   
(7 F/T 
students) 

$94,698  
(9 F/T 
students) 

$126,264  
(12 F/T 
students) 

$157,830 
(15 F/T 
students) 

$210,440 
(20 F/T 
students) 

Net Profit -$5000 $72,904 $89,538 $121,104 $152,290 $204,900 
 
Program related expenses will be supported via departmental operating funds.  
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Appendix 1:  Feasibility Study 
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TO: Lori Bruce, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs  
 Tennessee Technological University 

FROM: Betty Dandridge Johnson, Chief Academic Officer  
 Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
 
SUBJECT: Tennessee Technological University 
 Studio Arts, Bachelor of Science 
 
DATE: June 3, 2022 
 
Pursuant to THEC Academic Policy A1.0 (New Academic Programs: Approval Process), THEC 
staff will support the proposed Studio Arts, Bachelor of Science (BS) degree. This proposed 
program has satisfied all requirements with conducting a site visit and responding 
satisfactorily to all recommendations and suggestions by the external reviewer, Professor 
Valerie Zimany, Chair of the Department of Art at Clemson University. 
 
Tennessee Technological University may now seek approval from the Board of Trustees 
(BOT). Contingent upon approval by the BOT, and a formal request indicating that such 
approval has been granted, Tennessee Technological University may request the Studio 
Arts, BS program be placed on the Commission’s agenda for approval.  
 
 
cc: Emily House, THEC, Executive Director 
 Philip Oldham, TTU, President 
 Sharon Huo, TTU, Associate Provost 
 Kimberly Winkle, TTU, Director, School of Art, Craft & Design 
 Julie A. Roberts, THEC, Associate Chief Academic Officer 
 Ryan Korstange, THEC, Director of Academic Affairs 
 

EMILY HOUSE 
Executive Director 

BILL LEE 
Governor STATE OF TENNESSEE 

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE CORPORATION 
312 ROSA L. PARKS AVENUE, 9TH FLOOR 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243 
(615) 741-3605 

6.3

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts

165



 
 

 
 

Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  TTU Policy 270 (General Graduate Admission Requirements) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Provost Bruce 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  Policy 270, General Graduate Admission Requirements, is scheduled 
for review every four years. As a result of this review, the policy is being presented to the Board 
of Trustees for approval of recommended revisions.  
 
Revisions include specifying a minimum undergraduate GPA for all graduate student admittees.  
Previously, a minimum GPA was defined in the Graduate catalog but was not specified in Policy 
270.  
 
The proposed revisions have received all necessary university approvals, including Graduate 
Studies Executive Committee, Academic Council, and University Assembly.  
 
 
 
 
 

☐ Review  ☒ Action    ☐ 
No action required  
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Effective Date: July 1, 2017 

Tennessee Technological University 

Policy No. 270 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
General Graduate

Admissions
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Policy No.: 270 
Policy Name: General Graduate Admissions Requirements 
Date Revised: July 1, 2022 

 
I. Purpose 

 

This policy describes graduate admission requirements and procedures for Tennessee Tech.  

 
II. Review 
 

This policy will be reviewed every four years or upon departmental change request or whenever 
circumstances require review, whichever is earlier, and will be reviewed by the Dean of the 
College of Graduate Studies, with recommendation by the Graduate Studies Executive Committee, 

Academic Council, University Assembly, and the Board of Trustees. 

 
III. Definitions 
 

A. Full Standing – A classification that denotes that the student has an adequate 

background for pursuing graduate work and that all minimum requirements for 
admission to graduate standing have been met. 

 
B. Provisional Standing – A classification that denotes that the student does not 

qualify for full standing due to deficiencies in meeting specific program 

requirements.  “Provisional Standing” is not equivalent to “conditional” 
admission for the purpose of international student enrollment. 

 
C. Special Standing – A classification that denotes that the student has declared a 

non-degree graduate objective. 
 

D. Conditional Admission – A classification that denotes an applicant has applied 
for graduate admission, has met minimum GPA requirements, and has been 
issued a letter to assist with obtaining immigration documents to attend an 

English language institute.  This does not grant admission to the applicant nor 
does it guarantee admission to Tennessee Tech or specified program.  

 
IV. Policy and Procedure 

A. Applicants must submit the following for consideration: are required to meet 
admissions criteria established by the College of Graduate Studies. Departments and 
colleges may choose to define more stringent criteria and/or use a holistic approach 

when evaluating multiple criteria.  However, the following are the minimum 
admissions criteria defined by the university: 

  

1. An application for admission;  

 

2. Official transcripts of undergraduate and graduate credit from all institutions 
attended. All degree holders must have earned a minimum of 2.5 out of a 

possible 4.0 GPA upon completion of the baccalaureate degree; 
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3. Letters of recommendation from persons acquainted with the applicant’s 
scholastic and professional accomplishments, if required by the major 
department; 

 

4. Graduate admissions test scores, if required and as defined by the major 
department; 

 

5. One-time application fee payment at the graduate level; and 
 

6. Any other applicable requirement described in this policy or required by the 
major department or division to which the applicant is applying. 

 

B. An applicant who was previously enrolled in a graduate program but had a break 
in enrollment, excluding the summer term, must reapply. 

 

C. The individual major department or division will determine the minimum test score 
requirement for admission or readmission, subject to approval by the respective 
college-level committees, college dean, and the Graduate Studies Executive 

Committee. 
 

D. The major department or division and the College of Graduate Studies will 

classify applicants as having Full, Provisional, or Special Standing. 
 

E. The College of Graduate Studies will change a student’s Provisional Standing to 
Full Standing when the deficiencies identified at the time of admission are 
removed, provided, at the sole discretion of the department and college,  

 

1. the deficiencies are cured prior to the completion of 15 graduate hours or 
 

2. after acceptable completion of 9 graduate hours if the sole deficiency is caused 

by an unacceptable admission exam.   A student’s failure to remove the 
deficiencies by the deadline established by Tennessee Tech will result in a 

registration hold being placed on future registrations until such time as the 
deficiencies have been removed. 

 

F. All application materials become the property of Tennessee Tech and will not be 
returned to the applicant regardless of whether admission is approved or denied. 

 
G. Tennessee Tech follows Tennessee Tech Policy No 253 (Residency 

Classification) for determination of residency status. 

 

H. Additional Admissions Requirements for International Students 
 

1. In addition to requirements described in Section IV, international students 
must submit sufficient proof, as determined by Tennessee Tech, of adequate 
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training and ability in the use of English as evidenced by a satisfactory score 
on recognized and acceptable tests.  A list of acceptable scores may be found 

here on the Graduate Studies website under the admissions tab for the 
program. 

 
2. Tennessee Tech will prepare Form I-20 for those admitted students seeking 

to apply for F-1 visa and the DS2019 for those admitted students seeking to 

apply for a J-1 visa. 
 

 
3. Enrollment in a program is contingent on the student receiving an 

appropriate visa. 

 
I. Special Admission Categories 

 
1. Admission of Senior Students to Graduate Courses   

a. A senior student within 18 hours of completing the requirements for the 

Bachelor’s Degree may take up to 9 hours of graduate credit (5000 and 6000 
levels) provided: 

i. The student’s record gives indication that the student could achieve 
Full Standing at the conclusion of the undergraduate program and 

ii. The student’s departmental advisor, graduate course instructor(s), 

chairperson of the department(s), and Associate Dean of the College 
of Graduate Studies approve the student’s request. 

b. A senior student within 18 hours who does not meet the Full Standing 
criteria may take up to 9 hours of 5000 level courses.  Credit earned in this 
manner may be used for either undergraduate or graduate credit but not 

both. 
 

2. Admission to Fast Track Programs 
 

a. The Fast Track program is designed to enable Tennessee Tech 

undergraduate students to accumulate up to six (6) credit hours of graduate 
coursework, to satisfy both undergraduate and graduate degree 

requirements, while still pursuing their undergraduate degree.  These hours 
can include either 4000/5000 dually-listed courses taken at the 5000-level 
or 6000-level courses.   

b. All courses must be taken at Tennessee Tech. 
c. The chair of the department must approve the courses as appropriate 

substitutions in the undergraduate curriculum.   
d. Participation does not change the requirements for either the undergraduate 

or graduate program.   

e. A student meeting the minimum admission requirements must apply to the 
department for admission to the Fast Track program.  The department’s 

graduate committee will review the application and make a decision on the 
application.   

f. Upon graduation from the undergraduate degree program, the student must 
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meet all requirements for admission into Full Standing in the appropriate 
graduate degree program. Meeting these minimum requirements does not 

guarantee admission to the graduate program. 
 

3. Admission of Transfer Students 
a. An applicant for admission who has begun a graduate program at another 

college or university may be considered for admission to the College of 

Graduate Studies on a transfer basis consistent with Tennessee Tech Policy 
283 General Graduate Transfer Credit Requirements. 

 
b. A transfer applicant must be in good standing at the institutions previously 

attended. 

 
4. Admission of Non-degree Graduate Students 

a. Admission to some graduate courses is available to persons who do not 
seek a graduate degree.  Each applicant must submit to the College of 
Graduate Studies an application, application fee (if applicable), and proof 

of having earned the bachelor’s degree.  
b. Admission is approved by individual departments, divisions, or their 

representatives. 
c. International students on an F1 visa are not eligible for admission as non-

degree students. 

 
5. Admission of Tech Faculty and Employees to Graduate Programs 

a. In addition to meeting the usual requirements for admission to the graduate 
degree program, an employee’s supervisor, the Dean of the College of 
Graduate Studies, and the Provost must approve the request. 

 
V. Exceptions 

 

Students requesting exceptions to any provision of this policy or departmental requirements must 
submit their request to their program chairperson, and the departmental chairperson, college dean, 

and the Dean of the College of Graduate Studies must authorize the exception in writing. 
 

VI. Interpretation 
 

The Dean of the College of Graduate Studies or his/her designee has final authority to interpret 
the terms of this policy. 

 
VII. Citation of Authority for Policy 
 

T.C.A § 49-8-203(a)(1)(B) 
 

 
 

 
Approved by: 
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Graduate Studies Executive Committee:  November 1, 2016; June 25, 2021 

Academic Council:    November 9, 2016: September 8, 2021  

University Assembly:    November 16, 2016; November 17, 2021 

 

Board of Trustees:    June 15, 2017  7.2
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Policy No.: 270 
Policy Name: General Graduate Admissions Requirements 
Date Revised: July 1, 2022 

 

I. Purpose 

 

This policy describes graduate admission requirements and procedures for Tennessee Tech. 

 

II. Review 

 

This policy will be reviewed every four years or upon departmental change request or whenever 

circumstances require review, whichever is earlier, and will be reviewed by the Dean of the 

College of Graduate Studies, with recommendation by the Graduate Studies Executive Committee, 

Academic Council, University Assembly, and the Board of Trustees. 

 

III. Definitions 
 

A. Full Standing – A classification that denotes that the student has an adequate 

background for pursuing graduate work and that all minimum requirements for 

admission to graduate standing have been met. 

 

B. Provisional Standing – A classification that denotes that the student does not 

qualify for full standing due to deficiencies in meeting specific program 

requirements. “Provisional Standing” is not equivalent to “conditional” 

admission for the purpose of international student enrollment. 

 

C. Special Standing – A classification that denotes that the student has declared a 
non-degree graduate objective. 

 

D. Conditional Admission – A classification that denotes an applicant has applied 
for graduate admission, has met minimum GPA requirements, and has been 

issued a letter to assist with obtaining immigration documents to attend an 

English language institute. This does not grant admission to the applicant nor 
does it guarantee admission to Tennessee Tech or specified program. 

 

IV. Policy and Procedure 

A.   Applicants are required to meet admissions criteria established by the College of 

Graduate Studies. Departments and colleges may choose to define more stringent 

criteria and/or use a holistic approach when evaluating multiple criteria. However, 
the following are the minimum admissions criteria defined by the university: 

 
1. An application for admission; 

 

2. Official transcripts of undergraduate and graduate credit from all institutions 

attended. All degree holders must have earned a minimum of 2.5 out of a 

possible 4.0 GPA upon completion of the baccalaureate degree; 
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3. Letters of recommendation from persons acquainted with the applicant’s 
scholastic and professional accomplishments, if required by the major 
department; 

 
4. Graduate admissions test scores, if required and as defined by the major 

department; 

 
5. One-time application fee payment at the graduate level; and 

 
6. Any other applicable requirement described in this policy or required by the 

major department or division to which the applicant is applying. 

 
B. An applicant who was previously enrolled in a graduate program but had a break 

in enrollment, excluding the summer term, must reapply. 

C. The individual major department or division will determine the minimum test score 

requirement for admission or readmission, subject to approval by the respective 

college-level committees, college dean, and the Graduate Studies Executive 

Committee. 
 

D. The major department or division and the College of Graduate Studies will 

classify applicants as having Full, Provisional, or Special Standing. 

 

E. The College of Graduate Studies will change a student’s Provisional Standing to 
Full Standing when the deficiencies identified at the time of admission are 
removed, provided, at the sole discretion of the department and college, 

 

1. the deficiencies are cured prior to the completion of 15 graduate hours or 
 

2. after acceptable completion of 9 graduate hours if the sole deficiency is caused 

by an unacceptable admission exam. A student’s failure to remove the 

deficiencies by the deadline established by Tennessee Tech will result in a 

registration hold being placed on future registrations until such time as the 

deficiencies have been removed. 

 

F. All application materials become the property of Tennessee Tech and will not be 
returned to the applicant regardless of whether admission is approved or denied. 

 
G. Tennessee Tech follows Tennessee Tech Policy No 253 (Residency 

Classification) for determination of residency status. 

 
H. Additional Admissions Requirements for International Students 

 

1. In addition to requirements described in Section IV, international students 
must submit sufficient proof, as determined by Tennessee Tech, of adequate 
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training and ability in the use of English as evidenced by a satisfactory score 

on recognized and acceptable tests. A list of acceptable scores may be found 

on the Graduate Studies website under the admissions tab for the program. 

 

2. Tennessee Tech will prepare Form I-20 for those admitted students seeking 

to apply for F-1 visa and the DS2019 for those admitted students seeking to 

apply for a J-1 visa. 

 
 

3. Enrollment in a program is contingent on the student receiving an 
appropriate visa. 

 

I. Special Admission Categories 

 
1. Admission of Senior Students to Graduate Courses 

a. A senior student within 18 hours of completing the requirements for the 

Bachelor’s Degree may take up to 9 hours of graduate credit (5000 and 6000 

levels) provided: 

i. The student’s record gives indication that the student could achieve 
Full Standing at the conclusion of the undergraduate program and 

ii. The student’s departmental advisor, graduate course instructor(s), 

chairperson of the department(s), and Associate Dean of the College 

of Graduate Studies approve the student’s request. 

b. A senior student within 18 hours who does not meet the Full Standing 

criteria may take up to 9 hours of 5000 level courses. Credit earned in this 

manner may be used for either undergraduate or graduate credit but not 

both. 

 

2. Admission to Fast Track Programs 
 

a. The Fast Track program is designed to enable Tennessee Tech 

undergraduate students to accumulate up to six (6) credit hours of graduate 

coursework, to satisfy both undergraduate and graduate degree 

requirements, while still pursuing their undergraduate degree. These hours 

can include either 4000/5000 dually-listed courses taken at the 5000-level 

or 6000-level courses. 

b. All courses must be taken at Tennessee Tech. 

c. The chair of the department must approve the courses as appropriate 

substitutions in the undergraduate curriculum. 

d. Participation does not change the requirements for either the undergraduate 
or graduate program. 

e. A student meeting the minimum admission requirements must apply to the 

department for admission to the Fast Track program. The department’s 

graduate committee will review the application and make a decision on the 

application. 
f. Upon graduation from the undergraduate degree program, the student must 
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meet all requirements for admission into Full Standing in the appropriate 

graduate degree program. Meeting these minimum requirements does not 

guarantee admission to the graduate program. 

 

3. Admission of Transfer Students 

a. An applicant for admission who has begun a graduate program at another 

college or university may be considered for admission to the College of 

Graduate Studies on a transfer basis consistent with Tennessee Tech Policy 

283 General Graduate Transfer Credit Requirements. 

 

b. A transfer applicant must be in good standing at the institutions previously 
attended. 

 

4. Admission of Non-degree Graduate Students 

a. Admission to some graduate courses is available to persons who do not 

seek a graduate degree. Each applicant must submit to the College of 

Graduate Studies an application, application fee (if applicable), and proof 

of having earned the bachelor’s degree. 

b. Admission is approved by individual departments, divisions, or their 

representatives. 

c. International students on an F1 visa are not eligible for admission as non- 
degree students. 

 

5. Admission of Tech Faculty and Employees to Graduate Programs 

a. In addition to meeting the usual requirements for admission to the graduate 
degree program, an employee’s supervisor, the Dean of the College of 
Graduate Studies, and the Provost must approve the request. 

 

V. Exceptions 

 

Students requesting exceptions to any provision of this policy or departmental requirements must 

submit their request to their program chairperson, and the departmental chairperson, college dean, 

and the Dean of the College of Graduate Studies must authorize the exception in writing. 

 

VI. Interpretation 

 

The Dean of the College of Graduate Studies or his/her designee has final authority to interpret 
the terms of this policy. 

 
VII. Citation of Authority for Policy 

 

T.C.A § 49-8-203(a)(1)(B) 

 

 

 

Approved by: 

7.3

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - TTU Policy 270, General Graduate Admission Requirements

177



6  

Graduate Studies Executive Committee: November 1, 2016; June 25, 2021  

Academic Council: November 9, 2016; September 8, 2021 

University Assembly: November 16, 2016; November 17, 2021 

Board of Trustees: June 15, 2017 

7.3

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - TTU Policy 270, General Graduate Admission Requirements

178



 
 

 
 

Agenda Item Summary 
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Agenda Item:  Athletics Update 

 
 
 
 

 

 
PRESENTERS:  Mark Wilson and President Oldham 
 
PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:  Athletics Director Wilson will review the 2021-22 year in athletics and 
President Oldham will give an update on the football stadium and any national/NCAA updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☒ Review  ☐ Action    ☐ 
No action required  

8

June 23, 2022 Academic & Student Affairs Committee Materials - Athletics Update

179


	Agenda and Call to Order
	Approval of the Minutes
	Provost's Report
	Agenda Item Summary

	Enrollment Update
	Agenda Item Summary

	Academic Program Updates
	Agenda Item Summary
	Academic Program Inventory
	Academic Program Updates

	New Academic Program Proposal, B.S. in Studio Arts
	Agenda Item Summary - New Academic Program Proposal (NAPP) for B.S. in Studio Arts
	New Academic Program Proposal (NAPP) - B.S. in Studio Arts
	THEC Support Letter for NAPP -  BS in Studio Arts

	TTU Policy 270, General Graduate Admission Requirements
	Agenda Item Summary
	Policy 270 Marked Version
	Policy 270 Clean Version

	Athletics Update

